
 
 
 

 

Bella Notte  
Wine Tasting & Auction 
Saturday, November 16, 2019 

 

 

The Clergy, Wardens, Vestry, and Staff of Grace Church thank you  

for supporting this fundraiser for our many ministries.  

 

We are grateful to all who have organized, volunteered, and donated  

to this event (see detailed thanks in the next Messenger newsletter.) 

 

To learn more about Grace Church, please speak to our  

Rector, The Rev. Susan Ironside; our Priest Associate, The Rev. Asa Coulson;  

or visit our website: www.gracemadison.org. 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

7:00–9:00 pm Silent Auction Bidding 

9:30 pm Announcement of Winners  

Please purchase and pick up items in the lobby before you depart. 

 

 

http://www.gracemadison.org/
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General Auction Rules  

1. All sales are final. Everything will be sold “as is.”  

2. Values indicated are estimates only and are not warranted for tax purposes.  

3. By his/her purchase, the bidder/buyer waives any claims for liability against either Grace 

Church or the donor of property or services, and neither Grace Church nor the donor is 

responsible for any personal injuries or damage to property that may result from the 

utilization of property or service sold.  

4. Unless otherwise specified, all Auction items and services must be used within one year. 

Unless specified, dates and items are to be arranged at the mutual convenience of the donor 

and buyer.  

5. All Auction items must be paid for in full on the night of the Auction by cash, check  

(payable to “Grace Church,” memo “Auction”), or Credit Cards (Amex, Visa, MasterCard or 

Discover)  

6. Items purchased should be removed the night of the Auction (special exceptions allowed). 

The Auction Committee will keep a list of purchases and successful bids.  

7. In the event of a dispute, the Auction Committee, or its designated representative, has sole 

and final discretion to determine the winning bidder.  

8. Auction Committee reserves the right to add or remove items from the Auction at any time.  

 

Bell Ringers  

If designated by the donor, certain items may be available for purchase by two buyers. In this 

case, the second highest bidder has the right, but is not required, to purchase the item at his 

last bid. 

 

If the second bidder accepts this offer, the top two bidders get the item at the second bidder’s 

price. For example: high bid: $100, second bid: $90-- Bellringer: both can buy for $90 each,  

or if second bidder is not interested, item will go to high bidder only for $100. 
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Absentee Bids 

To participate in the absentee bid process for the Live Auction, email Jennifer McCulloch at 

j4galmom@gmail.com prior to the end of day on Friday, November 15. Please indicate: Item 

Number, Item Name and your Opening and Maximum bids for each item.  

Note: you must meet minimum bid requirements.  

 

In case of a tie in Absentee Bids, the bid email received first (email’s date/time stamp) will be the 

successful bidder. Winners will be contacted and sent a bill, to be paid upon receipt. Please pick 

up items as soon as possible. Certificates for items/services will be mailed upon receipt of 

payment.  

 

Bidding Rules 

1. Enter your name and bid amount on the item’s bid sheet. Be sure the bid sheet number 

corresponds to the item number. 

2. Minimum bids - the opening bid must be equal to or greater than the minimum bid.  

3. Increments of Bid Increases:  

• Bids up to $25 in value - in $5 increments  

• Bids over $25 in value – in $10 increments. 

 

 

To Sign Up for an “Experience Grace” Event:  

1. Each line on the form = one individual 

2. Write your name for each person attending, i.e. 4 people = 4 lines 

3. For ‘family’ rate – write your name/‘family’ on each line, e.g. Smith/family  

4. Pay for the event at checkout at the end of the evening 

 

 

mailto:j4galmom@gmail.com
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# 1 Six Days of Christmas Cookies (6 dozen) 

Entertaining a crowd? Need a hostess gift? Too busy to bake this Advent? Have SIX different 

kinds of homemade cookies delivered to your home! This year's selections include both kid 

and adult favorites; some will contain nuts and may not be gluten free. Delivery December 1 - 

31, 2019 as agreed between you and the bakers.   

Bakers: Wendy Nunn & Randi Albiston Value Priceless! / Minimum Bid $50 

 

# 2     Barb’s Famous Jambalaya (Serves 10) 

Celebrate your next gathering New Orleans style with Barbara Hughes’ famous Jambalaya 

(serves 10). Excellent for Mardi Gras, Superbowl, Birthdays, Game Night with friends, etc. 

Please coordinate delivery with Barbara.  

Chef: Barbara Hughes Value $100 / Minimum Bid $50 

 

# 3     Children’s NY Giants Football Jersey & Dog Gonnit Game 

Thrill your little wide receiver with #81 Russell Shepard’s jersey (size: Youth Small)  and Dog 

Gonnit, a ‘paws-itively unpredictable dog adventure game’ for ages 8+ 

Donor: Kirk and Peggy Oakes Value $40 / Minimum Bid $20 

 

# 4     Handbag and $100 Gift Certificate from CARLISLE Collection 

Lovely handbag and $100 gift certificate for the sophisticated, elegant and refined designs of 

CARLISLE Collection, which offers a timeless palette for women with impeccable taste.   

Donor: Laura Norwalk Bendelius Value $250 / Minimum Bid $175 

 

#5     Madison Hotel Overnight + Sunday Brunch at Rod’s Steak & Seafood Grille (for 2) 

Enjoy a special night away…just minutes away! Saturday night at the Madison Hotel in 

Convent Station, plus Sunday Brunch for two at their restaurant, Rod’s Steak & Seafood Grille. 

Excludes holidays and alcohol. Valid until 10/31/2020. Pair with ‘Master Nanny’ for some 

carefree fun! 

Solicitor: Joan Nolan Value $250 / Minimum Bid $125 

Donors: The Madison Hotel and Rod’s Steak & Seafood Grille   

 

# 6     Master Nanny for 24-hour Overnight stay - or - Individual Nights = 18 hours  

Enjoy a 24 hour overnight, fancy-free getaway…or … have 18 hours of babysitting over 

several nights – midweek or weekend. Short notice is fine! Let this experienced Mother of 

Four take care of your children (and pets). Work out dates/details with Jennifer.  

Donor: Jennifer McCulloch Value $350 / Minimum Bid $200  
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# 7 Wine & Cheese Tote 

This clever DUET Wine and Cheese Tote keeps two wine bottles chilled, with a handy 

waiter-style corkscrew, hardwood cutting board and serrated cheese knife. Also includes a  

six-pack of charming Wine Markers. 

Donors: Scott and Evangeline Tross  Value $50 / Minimum Bid $25 

 

# 8 Harmonium Choral Society - Premium Seating - Subscription for Two (2) 

Don’t miss the exciting 2019/2020 season with this four-concert subscription for two: 

• Dec. 7/8 – Words Matter: Mark Miller, Hasler, Vaughn Williams, Sarah Rimkus 

• Feb. 29/March 1 – Open Minds – Rob Redei, based on the poetry of Deborah Kennedy 

• Apr. 25/26 – Choral Cosmos – a cappella delights from Weelkes to Whitacre 

• June 6/7 – Moondance – global repertoire 

Donor: Harmonium Choral Society Value $170 / Minimum Bid $125 

 

# 9 Master Gardener Consultation 

Plan the garden of your dreams with this three-hour consultation with Diane DuBrule, a 

Rutgers-certified Master Gardener, including a walkthrough of your property and developing 

a plant list. No garden? No problem! She consults on indoor plants as well. 

Donor: Diane DuBrule Value $300 / Minimum Bid $100 

 

# 10   The World’s Ugliest Painting 

It’s a fine Grace Church tradition that brings good fortune to the generous owner! Join the 

few, the proud, the keepers of the painting that only the artist’s mother could love. Donors 

Scott and Randi Albiston paid $325 last year to keep this unique tradition alive.   

Donors: Randi & Scott Albiston Value: Priceless! 

 

#11    Premium Parking Space - 4:30 pm Christmas Eve Pageant Service  

Stress-free parking and a short stroll! ONE PARKING SPACE in the rectory driveway for 

our 4:30 pm Christmas Eve Pageant Service (12/24/2019).  

Donors: Grace Church/Fr. Asa Coulson Value: Priceless! / Minimum Bid $100 

 

# 12   Front Pew - 4:30 pm Christmas Eve Pageant Service  

Enjoy the magic of our Christmas Story reenactment from the best seats in the church! 

Reserve the right FRONT PEW of Grace Church for the always crowded 4:30 pm Christmas 

Pageant Service (12/24/2019)  

Donors: Grace Church/Fr. Asa Coulson Value: Priceless! / Minimum Bid $100  
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# 13   Premium Parking Space - 10:30 pm Christmas Eve Midnight Service  

Don’t rush your Christmas Eve dinner! Park close by and calmly stroll over to the church.  

ONE PARKING SPACE in the rectory driveway for our popular 10:30 pm Midnight Mass 

on Christmas Eve (12/24/2019).   

Donors: Grace Church/Fr. Asa Coulson Value: Priceless! / Minimum Bid $100 

 

# 14   Premium Parking Space for 9 am Easter Sunday Service  

Alleluia! Beat the mad rush, and park 100 ft. away! ONE PARKING SPACE in the rectory 

driveway for the 9 am Easter Sunday church service (4/12/2020) at Grace.  

Donors: Grace Church/Fr. Asa Coulson Value: Priceless! / Minimum Bid: $100 

 

# 15   Premium Parking Space for 11:15 am Easter Sunday Service  

Alleluia!  You can sleep in and still park close by! ONE PARKING SPACE in the rectory 

driveway for the 11:15 am Easter Sunday church service (4/12/2020) at Grace.  

Donors: Grace Church/Fr. Asa Coulson Value: Priceless! / Minimum Bid: $100 

 

# 16   Your Personal Parking Space for a Year - Grace Church’s Parking Lot  

A reserved parking space just for you right up front every Sunday morning for a whole year! 

An Auction Winner Reserved Parking sign will mark your special spot. Ownership begins on 

December 1, 2019 and terminates the day after next year’s auction. At the minimum bid of 

$500, this deal is a steal…less than $10/week! 

Donors: Everyone at Grace Church Value: Priceless! / Minimum Bid: $500 

 

# 17   Vera Bradley Purse and Wallet 

Vivid colors, lively patterns and excellent craftsmanship, all you’d expect from Vera Bradley! 

A lovely Christmas gift for some lucky gal. 

Donors: Evangeline and Scott Tross Value $95  

 

# 18   Golf and Lunch for THREE at Morris County Golf Club, Convent Station 

Join parishioner Andy Bolt for a relaxing day at Morris County Golf Club.  Includes lunch, a 

full round of golf and post-round drinks for you and two of your friends!  Featuring 150 acres 

of gorgeous tree-lined fairways; it is known as the “thinking man’s course.”  Located in 

nearby Convent Station, just off Park Avenue/Punchbowl Road.  Please arrange the date in 

Spring/Summer 2020 with Andy. 

Donor: Andy and Leigh Bolt         Value $700 / Minimum Bid $500 
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# 19   One Week Vacation in beautiful Portland, Oregon  

This two-bedroom, two-bath condominium features a fully equipped kitchen.  

Sleeps four, plus one couch “bed.” In a small complex with a pool and covered parking, you 

can see Mt. Hood from the balcony! Awesome SW location on the edge of Washington Park 

– Japanese Garden, Oregon Zoo, and the Hoyt Arboretum. Near Powell’s Books, NE 23rd 

shopping district, and the Portland Timbers Soccer Stadium. Available year-round, Tom and 

Judy recommend a summer visit, when the flowers are in bloom, the pool is open, and the 

weather is sunny.  Portland to the Willamette Valley wine country–1 hour  

   Pacific Ocean–90 minutes Mt. St. Helen-2 hours 

   Columbia River Gorge-30 minutes Bonneville Dam–1 hour 

   Year-round skiing at Mt. Hood-1 hour 

Stay for a week, your post-stay cleaning is on us! Use by October 31, 2020.  

Scheduling is flexible, available year-round. 

Donors: Tom & Judy Honohan Value $1,200 / Minimum Bid $900    

 

# 20   Brimming Basket of Bestselling Books 

Superb reading for the winter months, this basket is bursting with NY Times bestsellers: 

Circling the Sun, Island Girls, Becoming, Born a Crime, Go Set a Watchman,  

The Girl on the Train, etc. and a lovely set of notecards to boot!  

Donor: Evangeline Tross Value $131 

 

 # 21  Rose Quartz Necklace from LOLA ROSE of London 

LOLA ROSE creates fabulous, timeless jewelry loved by women from all walks of life. 

Handpicked stones are painstakingly designed in their London studio. LOLA ROSE jewelry 

fans include the Duchess of Cambridge, Sarah Jessica Parker and Halle Berry.  

Own your own piece of everyday luxury! 

Donors: Mary Roger and David Lloyd Value $ 315  

 

# 22   Date Night at the Turtleback Zoo – Saturday, Feb. 8 – 6-10 pm 

Tired of the same old dinner & movie night out? Join the Zoo staff for a fun and frank 

discussion of the dating habits of some of the wilder residents at the Turtleback Zoo.  This 

event also includes: dinner & dessert, one alcoholic beverage and a behind-the-scenes tour! 

Donors: Dora Monserrate and Bruce Rudin Value $120 / Minimum Bid $100  
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# 23  Nine & Wine Golf Outing at Madison Golf Club – EXPERIENCE GRACE 

What could be more fun than a half-round of Scrambles golf on a beautiful Spring evening?!  

Casual, fun and informal nine-holes on a Friday night, followed by cocktails and hors 

d’oeuvres on the patio at the Madison Golf Club. Fresh air and plenty of laughs to end the day 

- it will be a night to remember! 12 spaces available in Spring of 2020 – date to be determined. 

Donors: Katie and Doug Harter Price per person: $75 

              Melissa and Scott Waterstredt Spaces available:   12 

 

# 24   Il Gocchino Ristorante - $100 Gift Certificate 

With ratings of 4.5 out of 5 on Yelp and Trip Advisor, this little Italian restaurant at  

33 Main Street in Madison is making a big splash.  Find out what all the buzz is about! BYOB 

Donors: Francine and Mike Ling Value $100 / Minimum Bid:  $75 

 

# 25   Skin Medica – Skin Care Basket 

SkinMedica has dedicated years of research to the formulation of advanced skin care products 

to deliver optimal results for patients and the physicians who care for them. SkinMedica is 

available at select skin care and medical aesthetic physician offices.  

This basket includes: 

Total Defense + Repair Lotion, HA 5 Smooth & Plump Lip System, GlyPro Antioxidant 

Serum, SkinMedica Facial Cleanser and Lumivive System. Your skin deserves it! 

Donor: Melissa Honohan Value $564 / Minimum Bid: $50 

 

# 26   Great Chili Cook-Off – Saturday, February 7, 2020 – 6-8 pm – EXPERIENCE GRACE 

Join us for an evening of wonderful family fun! Is your chili prizeworthy? Find out at 

Grace’s always popular mid-winter event!  Chili Chefs will face off in a friendly taste-test 

competition in Grace Hall. Try your hand as a Chef, or come as a Taste Tester and vote for 

your favorite. A prize will be awarded to the winner. Chips, corn bread, soft drinks and 

dessert will be served.  BYOB.  

 Hosts: Kathleen and Peter Munter Price:  $15/person – or - $40/family 

 

# 27   Osteria TREVI Ristorante – $100 Gift Certificate 

Located at 4 Park Avenue in Madison, this Italian restaurant has quickly become a 

favorite for locals and beyond! Trip Advisor ranks it as the #4 restaurant in Madison with 

a 4.5 out 5 rating for the “almost homemade food” that is “mouthwatering.” BYOB. 

Donors: Barbara and John Bartolomeo Value $100 / Minimum Bid $75 
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# 28   Papermill Playhouse and Carriage House Restaurant - $250 Gift Certificate 

Dubbed “Broadway in NJ,” Papermill Playhouse is located in nearby Millburn. Choose from 

one of their amazing productions in the 2019/2020 season: Cinderella, Sister Act, UnMasked 

(music of Andrew Lloyd Webber), The Wanderer (life and music of Dion). This flexible gift 

certificate can also be used to enjoy dinner/drinks/dessert at the conveniently adjoining  

FM Kirby Carriage House Restaurant, where price-fixed menus and custom cocktails are offered.   

Donors: Randi and Scott Albiston  Value $250/ Minimum Bid $180 

 

# 29   Lands’ End– $100 Gift Certificate 

Go on a shopping spree with Lands' End - a classic American lifestyle brand with a passion 

for quality, legendary service and real value. For those who seek timeless style for women, 

men, kids and the home, this is the auction item for you! 

Donors: Christine and Michael Cullen Value $100 / Minimum Bid $75 

 

# 30   Standing Mixer – KitchenAid Pro 600 – White 

Brand spanking new, this KitchenAid Professional 600 is a real workhorse mixer, ideal for 

professional and home chefs who make large quantities of bread, potatoes, meat, pasta, 

desserts, ice cream and more! With an extra-large 6-qt. bowl, it has the capacity to make up 

to 13 dozen cookies in a single batch, with ten speeds to thoroughly mix, knead and whip 

ingredients quickly and easily.  

Donors: Wendy and Bruce Davies Value $500 / Minimum Bid $200 

 

# 31   Italian Feast Basket 

Replete with the finest handmade pasta, bruschetta, finest olive oil, Italian seasonings,  

two large stainless-steel pots, two pasta bowls, and two bottles of wine—this basket of 

Italian goodies has all you need to create a delicious feast! It even has two lovely hand 

towels to help with clean-up. 

Donors: Alison and John Garde Value $300 

 

# 32   Super Wave Digital Oven – Sharper Image 

Fresh out of the box, this 16-quart countertop oven bakes, broils, air fries, steams, grills, 

and roasts! Cooking items three times faster than conventional ovens, food stays 

magically moist on the inside. A must-have for your home if you want quick, delicious 

food cooked in the most energy-efficient manner. 

Donors: Wendy and Bruce Davies Value $160 / Minimum Bid $80 

 



Page 10 

# 33   Two Hour Party with Rosewood – Original Trio  

Madison’s favorite Pop/Rock band, the founding trio of Rosewood  (Mary & John McManus 

and Bill Meyer) will bring their rich blending of vocal harmonies with a unique, natural 

beauty and sincerity to your event. Playing classic Pop and Rock hits from the 60s  

through today, Rosewood has a synergy that unites an audience, young and old, with a 

powerful spirit of friendship and family fun. Two-hour performance on a date to be 

determined with Rosewood. Like us on Facebook: ROSEWOODBANDNJ 

Donors: John and Mary McManus Value $375 / Minimum Bid: $250 
           Anne and Bill Meyer 

 

# 34   One Week in Boothbay Harbor, Maine  

Vacation at the Partridges’ condominium—2,000 square feet, 3 bedrooms, 2 ½ baths. 

Sleeps 6, plus a crib. Full kitchen with deck overlooking quiet West Harbor Pond, 

adjacent to the harbor with use of two kayaks, canoe and sunfish, and swimming at the 

dock. Explore mid-coast Maine from Portland to Camden. Visit famous lighthouses, take 

boat trips to Monhegan and Cabbage Islands, delight in the nationally acclaimed Coastal 

Maine Botanical Gardens. Grab an ice cream cone, and walk Boothbay Harbor’s famous 

footbridge as evening falls over the harbor. And, of course Lobstah, Lobstah, Lobstah!   

Maine…it’s the way life should be! 

Exact week in 2020 to be arranged with the Partridges. 

Donors: Missy and David Partridge Value $2,100 / Minimum Bid $1,500 

 

# 35    Painting – Bird and the Lily 

Adorable painting on silk of a tiny bird with a gorgeous white lily.  Comes with contrasting 

mattes, but no frame.  

Donor: Grace Church  Value $30 / Minimum Bid $15 

 

#36    Painting – Red Barn by Jocelyn Beatty 

A signed, original watercolor of a striking red barn on a country road. Luminous colors, 

sharp details and strong composition – all the elements for which its renowned artist, Jocelyn 

Beatty, is known. Comes with contrasting mattes, no frame. 

Donor: Grace Church Value $95 / Minimum Bid $45 

 

#37    Triptych Warrior and the Ladies  

A mounted warrior, two ladies… whose heart will he win? This romantic triptych comes 

fully finished with matching frames – an interesting addition to any space. 

Donor: Grace Church Value $75 / Minimum Bid $35 
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Thank you for joining us  
at Bella Notte. 
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GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

4 Madison Avenue, Madison NJ 07940 

(973) 377-0106    

www.gracemadison.org 


