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Dear People of Grace, 

 

Welcoming a long-awaited baby 
is wondrous and magical. And 
it’s chaotic and overwhelming. 
You come face-to-face with your 
own uncertainty and 
inadequacy. Your household 
goes from reasonable order 
directly to mayhem. This 
happens quickly. In an instant 
your life becomes a happy and 
sleepy muddle of wondering 
when you last did the laundry, 
and you look around and realize 
that your house doesn’t look like 
it did a few weeks ago. 

That’s kind of what Advent and 
Christmastide are like, happy 
and chaotic days when your 
house doesn’t look like it did a 
few weeks ago. Despite our 
nostalgic fantasies, the coming of 
Jesus into our lives is not 
tranquil, because the arrival of 
the long-awaited One is 
disruptive. (This is the baby who 
would grow up to knock over 
tables in the Temple, remember?)  

In the coming days when you 
feel overwhelmed or wonder if 
you are “doing it wrong” please 
cut yourself some slack. Be 
gentle with yourself and spend a 
minute (or several minutes) 
being still. Rest. That’s the advice 
given to brand new parents, 

right? Rest when you can. Savor 
the presence of the One whose 
arrival turned the world upside-
down. Hold Jesus in the lap of 
your heart, smelling his baby 
head, letting his baby weight 
warm you. Ignore the cards and 
the dishes and the errands for a 
moment. The details of these 
days will work themselves out. 
(Or they won’t, and Christmas 
will come anyway!) Jesus just 
wants you to hold him. 

Advent love and hopefulness  
to you, dear friends, 

Worship Changes in 2020 

Starting in the New Year, our 
midweek worship schedule 
changes in order to try to make it 
more user friendly for visitors 
and newcomers. Morning 
worship will take place at 
9:00 am, and Evening Prayer will 
be celebrated at 5:00 pm.  

Wherever you are in your day, 
you are most welcome to join us 
in prayer. And if your schedule 
doesn’t allow you to be with us 
in person, know that we are 
praying for all our members 
daily. So you can pause on the 
train, or at home, and pray the 
Daily Office wherever you may 
be, and we can all pray together.  

It’s a great time to give at Grace 

Our website has an online giving feature. It’s easy to use.  
You can: 

• let us know your 2020 pledge commitment  

• pay your pledge, or set up recurring payments 

• make a one-time contribution 

• pay for flower dedications  

• donate to Re-Start Ministry 

• make a Memorial Gift Donation  

Simply go to our website: www.gracemadison.org, then  

click on the Giving link,  

or click on the Online Giving button on the top right  

RECTOR’S MESSAGE  

The Rev. Susan R. Ironside 
sironside@gracemadison.org 
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Holy Days 

Saturday, Dec. 21 ST. THOMAS, APOSTLE 
8:15 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

Tuesday, Dec. 24 CHRISTMAS EVE 
4:30 pm  Nativity Pageant and Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
 Music begins at 4:00 pm 
10:30 pm  Festival Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
 Gallery Carols begin at 10:00 pm 

Wednesday, Dec. 25 CHRISTMAS DAY 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Carols  

Thursday, Dec. 26 ST. STEPHEN, DEACON AND MARTYR 
9:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Friday, Dec. 27 ST. JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST 
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Saturday, Dec. 28 THE HOLY INNOCENTS  
8:15 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

Sunday, Dec. 29 THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist, Lessons & Carols 
5:00 pm  Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Wednesday, Jan. 1 THE HOLY NAME OF OUR LORD 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 Brunch following service 

Monday, Jan. 6 THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 
5:00 pm  Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Sunday, Jan. 12 THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist and Holy Baptism  

Wednesday, Jan. 15 CONFESSION OF ST. PETER, APOSTLE 
9:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I & Healing (Observed) 

Wednesday, Jan. 22 CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL, APOSTLE  
9:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I & Healing (Observed) 

Advent Evensong  
Saturday, December 21,  

at 5:00 pm  

Our Advent Evensong is a  
candlelight service. Reception 
following with mulled wine, 

minced pies and sausage rolls.  
Free! Bring a friend.  

Here at Grace, we will honor Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s work and witness on Sunday, January 19 
by including the African American National 
Anthem Lift Every Voice and Sing in our worship 
together. The Episcopal Church also honors 
Dr. King with a feast day on April 4 of each year, 
the day he was martyred. 

B L U E  C H R I S T M A S  

Wednesday, December 18 
at 7:30 pm 

Feeling a bit blue this Advent? 
Understandably, not everyone is 
excited for the Advent and 
Christmas seasons; dealing with 
the death of a loved one, facing life 
after divorce/separation, coping 
with the loss of a job, living with a 
dis-ease, or any number of other 
human situations. These and other 
life events can make the parties 
and joviality of this time of year 
painful for many people. At Grace 
we hope to give more 
attentiveness to the needs of 
people who are feeling blue in 
these winter months. This year we 
will be setting aside a special 
service for those who just need a 
space to pull away from the hustle 
and bustle of the secular season. If 
that sounds interesting to you, 
Mother Susan and Father Asa 
invite you to join them for a prayer 
service of scripture and song on 
December 18, at 7:30 pm. 
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ASSOCIATE’S MESSAGE  

The Rev. Asa David Coulson 
acoulson@gracemadison.org 

Happy New Year! That may seem a 
strange way to begin a newsletter 
right after Thanksgiving, however, 
as Christians we are called to 
sometimes approach relationships, 
money, careers, and yes, even time 
differently. Obviously we do not 
refuse to use alarm clocks or wall 
calendars, however, early in the life 
of the church Christians made our 
own calendar to help us have a 
different rhythm of life.  

Our calendar’s objective is to center 
one’s life in the Good News of Jesus 
Christ, and when we “tell time” 
according to this schedule, it can 
become a powerful spiritual practice 
for our whole lives. Keeping time 
within The Liturgical Year helps us 
remember the story of God’s 
redemptive work in the world year 
after year. One way The Liturgical 
Year acts in this manner is through 
an invitation to ask ourselves each 
morning, “How should I live this 
day differently, since I am a follower 
of Jesus.”  

You may recall that our year is 
divided into two halves. The first 
half began for us on December 1 
with Advent, and runs through the 
Day of Pentecost, which in 2020 will 
be May 31. As we walk through the 
first half of the Christian year, we 
hear and share The Story of Jesus. 
We tell The Story not just through 
our words but also through the 
distinct music, art, prayers, and 
even the colors that we use in 
different “seasons” to tell different 
parts of The Story. The first half of 
the liturgical year is made up of the 
following seasons: Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany, Easter, and 
Pentecost.  

Advent is about Anticipation 

In this season we align ourselves 
with the people of ancient Israel: 
hoping and longing for the coming 
Messiah, while also remembering 
that God’s Kingdom has not yet 
fully come. While we remember the 
anticipation of our spiritual 
ancestors we also anticipate Christ’s 
second advent to restore all things in 
the coming reign of Christ. There are 
four Sundays of Advent, and the 
colors of this season are blue (or 
purple), with one Sunday of rose. 

Christmas is about Incarnation 

We recall the incredible mystery that 
the Immortal One became mortal. 
The God who is beyond our full 
comprehension came and dwelt 
with us, as us. There are 12 days of 
Christmas, yes, just like the song 
(which typically lasts two Sundays). 
The color of this season is white or 
gold. 

Epiphany is about 

Revelation 
(And the season following)  

Epiphany (January 6) celebrates the 
coming of the Magi to honor Jesus, 
representing Jesus’ work to bring his 
Good News to all people. In the 
season after Epiphany, we 
remember Jesus’ earthly life and 
mission to bring God’s Kingdom 
among us and to make the world 
and humanity whole again. The 
colors of this season are white/gold 
on the Epiphany, showing forth the 
brilliance of Christ’s revelation in 
the world, and then the following 
Sundays are green representing the 
new life Jesus brings into the world. 

Lent is about  

Mission & Crucifixion 

The long season of Lent reminds us 
of Jesus’ suffering and atoning death 
for us, and calls us to renewed 
repentance and to face our own 
mortality. Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday (February 26 in 2020) 
and runs for 40 days. The color of 
Lent is purple, and in some 
traditions sackcloth is also used. 
Lent ends with a three-day period 
called the Triduum which begins on 
Maundy Thursday when the color is 
changed to red representing Christ’s 
passion, and then afterward the 
church is traditionally ‘stripped’ of 
all ornamentation and colors on 
Good Friday and Holy Saturday. 

Easter is about Resurrection 

We have an enormous celebration of 
Christ’s physical rising from the 
grave and his triumph over sin, 
death and hell! We are called to 
evaluate how our lives are lived 
with the knowledge that Christ’s 
resurrection on that first Easter 
inaugurated our own eventual 
resurrection. This knowledge then 
calls us to live our lives with 
worldviews that can seem 
revolutionary to the secular culture. 
This year Easter begins on April 12 
and runs for 49 days, or seven 
Sundays, and the color of Easter is 
white (or gold). 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Pentecost is about  

Inspiration 

On the day of Pentecost we 
celebrate how God gives life to the 
church through God’s Holy Spirit 
dwelling in us, both individually, 
and corporately as the Body of 
Christ. We celebrate Pentecost on 
one Sunday, about 50 days after 
Easter Sunday. The color of this 
day is red, sometimes with orange 
and yellow, denoting powerful 
explosion of the Holy Spirit into 
the world and the flames that 
appeared above the disciples on 
the first Pentecost. 

The second half of the Christian 
year, which runs from the day after 
Pentecost through Christ the King 
Sunday is commonly called 
“Ordinary Time.” The color of this 
season is green, which reminds us 
of life and growth. Whereas in the 
first half of the year we focus on 
The Story of Jesus, this second half 
focuses on The Story of God’s People 
throughout scripture. We are 
reminded each year that we are 
part of the great community of 
believers throughout time who are 
commissioned to bear witness to 
Jesus and God’s Kingdom.  

The culmination of The Liturgical 
Year is on Christ the King Sunday 
when we both acknowledge Jesus 
as the Lord of our individual life 
and celebrate with hope the 
fruition of God’s Kingdom “on 
earth, as it is in heaven.” Keeping 
time in this way can sometimes put 
us out of step with the broader 
culture around us, but reminds us 
in every single season that we are 
called to tell the world, through 
word and deed, about the true 
King who has come to restore all 
things in this beautiful creation. 

As we begin this new year together 
may you find hope in the promises 
of God for this life as celebrated 
and remembered in each new 
season, and in your every new day. 
May it be for you and for Grace 
Church a very Happy New Year 
indeed! 

Ora et Labora, 
Handbell Ringers 

Adults and older youth  
handbell ringers wanted  

for ’midnight’  
Christmas Eve service. 

Practices are Saturdays, 
December 14 & 21 

10:30-11:30 am  and  
Monday, December 23,  

6:30-7:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Music  
starts at 10:00 pm 

Bells ring at 10:25 pm 

Milestone Blessings: First Sunday of the Month  
Birthday & Anniversary Blessings 

Everyone has a birthday, of course, but not all of us have a wedding 
anniversary. Some of us celebrate the seasons and occasions of our 
life in different ways, because all families and people are 
wondrously unique. In my family, for example, we celebrate 
adoption days in rather lavish fashion, and the “sober anniversary” 
of my sister is one of the most joyful days we mark as a family 
every year (seven years this year! Yay, Sarah!) Some people 
celebrate a professional achievement or a distinctive milestone that 
is deeply important but wouldn’t fall into an ordinary category.  

Beginning in the New Year, when we pray on the 
first Sunday of every month, we will pray for 
all people celebrating any occasion when 
God’s glorious presence is most 
conspicuously on display, whether it 
is an “ordinary” life event or not.  
People are invited to come forward 
and let us surround you with our 
prayers as we thank God for you or 
ask God’s blessing on your life.  
~ Mother Susan 

 

 

Our next baptismal service  
is on The Baptism of Our Lord,  

January 12 at the 10 am service. 

Speak to one of our clergy  
if you are interested in being 

baptized, or having your  
child baptized. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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MUSIC AT GRACE 
Dr. Anne Matlack 
amatlack@gracemadison.org 

There is the wonderful music of 
Advent, from our youngest children 
singing Give Me Oil in my Lamp to 
full choirs singing O Come 
Emmanuel in procession. Advent 
music is different from the secular 
music of the malls, and meant to 
feed our sense of mystery, 
preparation and anticipation. 

The weekend before Christmas on 
Saturday, December 21, at 5:00 pm, 
we will present Advent Evensong 
featuring Vivaldi’s Gloria with 
chamber orchestra and Patricia 
Ruggles, alto. Patty grew up singing 
at Grace Church under Helen 
Thomas, as her daughter Mariam 
sang with me (and still does). 
Adults, friends and even School 
Choir I (2nd-5th grade) have 
learned this joyful piece. Freewill 
donation at the door and a Wassail 
reception following! Please come 
out and enjoy—bring your friends! 
The service will be an hour and 15 
minutes.  

Grace Choirs will sing John Rutter’s 
ravishing What Sweeter Music? 
(1988) at the late service on 
Christmas Eve. It is one of those 
commissioned carols written for the 
choir of King’s College, Cambridge, 
and Stephen Cleobury in 1988. What 
sweeter music? (with words by the 
poet Robert Herrick) 
represented, says Rutter,  
“… the first opportunity I 
had to put pen to paper for 
the choir in my long and 
friendly association with 
King’s College. 
I particularly enjoyed the 
opportunity to write for 
the slot in the service 
immediately after the 
reading about the journey 

of the Wise Men—the chance to 
highlight in the text the idea of the 
gifts that we can bring.” 

The 4:30 pm “Pageant service” 
music begins at 4:00 pm featuring 
School Choirs, Gargoyles, 
Daughters of Zion, bells, and 
costumed cast of children.  

Grace’s Christmas Eve “Midnight 
Service” actually ends just before 
midnight. It begins with music at 
10:00 pm, and carols sung by the 
choir from the gallery with the 
congregation in candlelight.  

Christmas morning our family-
friendly Communion and Carols 
with an intergenerational choir will 
be at 10:30 am. (See Dr. Anne for 
special rehearsals if you want to 
sing). In the tradition of the King’s 
College service, we shall begin with 
a child singing Once in Royal David’s 
City.   
Click here to see the video:  
www.youtu.be/xtpRemrvSh0  

The full tradition always continues 
the Sunday after Christmas when 
we sing traditional Lessons and 
Carols based on the King’s College 
service. Visiting singers are 
welcome in choir at 9:15 am 
rehearsal for 10:00 am service. 

COMPOSER NOTES 

Antonio Vivaldi, 1678 –1741 
started as a violinist and was also a 

priest, known as the “red priest” 
because of his red hair. He claimed 
he could compose a concerto in all 

its parts faster than it could be 
copied! Many of these concerti 

were written for the talented 
orphan girls at the Ospedale della 

Pietà who would perform and sing 
behind a screen, sometimes 

receiving marriage proposals if the 
performances were virtuoso. 

 

 

Sir Stephen Cleobury died of 
cancer aged 70, on St. Cecilia’s day, 

November 22. As his obituary in 
The Guardian explains “He was 

director of music at King’s College, 
Cambridge, in charge of one of the 

world’s best known choirs, from 
1982 until his retirement earlier this 

year. He continued the 500-year” 
tradition of choral music at King’s, 

following on from his 
predecessors, Boris Ord, Sir David 
Willcocks and Sir Philip Ledger. In 

an institution associated with 
gradual evolution rather than 

revolutionary upheaval, 
Cleobury’s major contribution to 

progress was his incorporation of 
contemporary music into the 

choir’s repertoire, especially his 
commissioning of a new carol each 

year for the Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols, broadcast live 

on BBC radio on Christmas Eve.” 
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Brian and Elizabeth 
Smith's grandson 
raised $10,000 for his 
mother Krista Smith's 
(their daughter in law) 
cancer treatments—
amazing! 

Sunday Mornings 

December 8 

 

 Pancakes with St. Nicholas 
There will be two serving 
times for pancakes: 9-9:45 am 
and 11:15-noon. Children will 
be able to have their picture 
taken with St. Nicholas.  
$7/person  OR  $25/family 
max. Proceeds to benefit  
Grace Church Ministries. 

 Clergy Forum at 11:30 am 
Mother Susan will have a  
Clergy Forum about our 
budget.  

December 15 
Clergy Forum with Fr. Asa. 

Did you know? 

Kaitlin McCulloch is 
starring in Seasoned—
Festive Stories From Our 
Table To Yours at the 
Speranza Theatre in Jersey 
City, December 5-8. Light 
food and dessert included. 

No matter how you celebrate them, the holidays 
share one thing in common - food! Join us as we 
dramatize the stories behind our favorite recipes and 
the relationships that make each one 
memorable.   www.speranzatheatrecompany 

Thank you SO much to 
everyone who 
contributed to the 
Thanksgiving food 
collection effort – 
bringing food, 
decorating cards, and 
assembling the dinner 
bags. Together we were 
able to assemble 63 
bags of food to provide 
Thanksgiving dinners 
for families at Jersey Battered 
Women Services and the Trinity 
Food Pantry! This is a wonderful 
expression of our care for our 
community. I especially loved 
seeing how much our kids enjoyed 
assembling the bags, and how hard 
they worked to make sure that each 
bag had exactly what it needed. I 
hope that throughout the next year, 
we can provide many more 
opportunities for the children and 
youth of Grace Church to serve the 
community in tangible ways.  

Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Hilary 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

Pastor Hilary Floyd 
hfloyd@gracemadison.org 

Reminder!  
Full Christmas Pageant Rehearsal  
is Wednesday, December 18,  
from 6:00-7:00 pm.  

http://www.speranzatheatrecompany/
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Mindfulness for Adults 
Second Monday of the month,  
7:00 pm, Senior High Room 

The group is led by Evelyn 
Callahan, a licensed clinical 
psychologist with extensive training 
in MBSR, Mindfulness Based Stress 
Reduction. Anyone who is 
interested is welcome to attend and 
there is no charge. 
evelyncallahan1@icloud.com. 

Women’s Meditation  
and Centering Prayer  
Wednesdays at 10:15 am, Library 

Weekly sessions for women 
alternate between meditation and 
centering prayer.  
Led by Paula Roper. 
revpaulainterfaith@gmail.com 

Saturday Morning Meditation 
Saturdays, 11:30-12:30, Library 

Led by Francine Ling and Mary Lea 
Crawley. New and regular 
meditators welcome! 
francineling@yahoo.com 

The Craft Guild  
Every Tuesday at 7:30 pm, Library 

Bring your latest project—whatever 
it may be! Or just join us for 
fellowship and conversation. 

Men’s Book Group  
Tuesday, December 17, 7:30 pm  

Doing Justice by Preet Bharara at 
Dennis Callahan’s house.  
Bruce Rudin, brucedora@verizon.net 

Women of Grace Book Group  

Monthly on Mondays, 7:00 pm  
Library 

December 16— 
A Single Thread by Tracy Chevalier. 
And bring a book to swap! 

January 27— 
Peyton Place by Grace Metalious 

February 24— 
The Testaments by Margaret 
Atwood. 

Joan Nolan, perchance1@verizon.net 

Grace Women’s 

Retreat 

Please join the women of Grace for 
their annual spiritual retreat at 
Stony Point Retreat Center in 
Nyack, NY, from February 21-23, 

2020. We will once again gather in 
the lovely Victorian Sloan house to 
discuss topics and tools to restore, 
renew and refresh our energy in 
2020. The formal retreat will start 
at 5:00 pm Friday and run through 
4:00 pm Saturday, with the option 
to stay an extra night if you are 
enjoying the escape and quiet, 
however, this is not a silent retreat. 

We have most of the 16 spaces 
filled but there is still space. Cost 
for one night: single room $300, 
shared room $250 each. Meals and 
retreat leader fee are included.  

Email Kathleen Hower—
khpm@hotmail.com—if you 
would have questions or would 
like to attend.  

O N G O I N G  G A T H E R I N G S  

A Circle of Women 

A new group in 2020 

I N  T H E  P A R I S H  

Persian poet, Hafiz, once wrote:  

This place where you are right now 

God circled on a map for you. 

Wherever your eyes and arms  
and heart can move 
Against the earth and the sky, 

The Beloved has bowed there— 

Our Beloved has bowed there knowing 
You were coming. 

 

All women are most welcome to 
come together monthly and to seek 
God in the presence of one another, 
and support one another for what-
ever lies ahead for us in the new 
year. Part book group, part support 
group, and a safe haven for all of 
us, The Circle of Women is a 
monthly opportunity to be together 
with other women. Gatherings will 
be facilitated by Mother Susan. 
Come join us! Wherever you are, 
God circled on a map for you.  
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W O R S H I P  

Family Eucharist 

and pizza! 
The third Wednesday of each 

month from 5:30–7:00 pm, 
beginning January 15 

Join us for an abbreviated Holy 
Eucharist service, with lots of 
opportunities for children to 
participate. Similar to Pizza 
Compline, this event is 
specifically designed for families 
to worship together. Children 
ages 3-10, and their families, begin 
in the parish kitchen by making 
pizza together at 5:30 pm with 
Father Asa. Next everyone joins 
Pastor Hilary for a craft in 
Nieman Hall while the pizza 
cooks. Following dinner the 
community joins around the altar 
for Holy Communion. If you 
would like to play an instrument 
for the offertory, speak with Dr. 
Anne prior to the event. 

Note:  There will not be a  
Pizza Compline in January  
(due to the New Year's Day 
holiday.) It will resume 
February 5. 

First Friday   Potluck at 6:15 pm; presentation at 7:00 pm  

January 3 Metropolitan Saxophone Quartet  

 “Hark!  A Christmas Concert” 

This sax quartet features our own Erik Donough. From Mozart to Glenn 
Miller to Pharrell Williams, the family-friendly quartet and their energetic 
mix of music arrangements have been entertaining audiences since 2004. 
The quartet’s light humor, precise musicianship, and passion for 
performing always leaves their listeners yelling, “Encore!”  
Freewill donation at door.  

February 7 All That Jazz 

Kaitlin McCulloch will take us through the history of theatre, as she 
performs scenes from her recent production, Announcements of Various 
Fundraisers. You’ll laugh, you’ll cry and there’s no other way you’ll want 
to spend February’s first Friday.  

Y O U T H  

I N  T H E  P A R I S H  

Please contact Fr. Asa with any questions or to RSVP: 
acoulson@gracemadison.org 

Greener Grace is a new group that is working to help 

reduce Grace’s carbon footprint. Open to all ages! If 
you would like to join the group, or have ideas—please 
contact Anne Matlack (amatlack@gracemadison.org)  
or Marilyn Musielski (mmjean0428@gmail.com) 

Advent Bible Study   
Fr. Asa will lead a Bible study group on Wednesdays  
on December 4, 11 and 18  at 12:15 pm in the library.  
We will discuss Advent stories in the Gospels.  
Bring a bag lunch—we will lunch and learn together.  
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F U N  &  F U N D R A I S I N G  

Combine an energetic team of volunteers, fabulous wine, superb live jazz, 
a wide array of auction items, a cardboard gondola and the fun-loving 
nature of our faith community–and you get a ‘lovely night’ that raises 
over $15,000! Thank you to everyone who supported this event! 

Bravo to our wonderful Volunteers!  

Randi & Scott Albiston Chris & Mike Cullen 
Ruth, Phillip & Kian Deane Alison & John Garde 
Barb Hughes Kaitlin McCulloch 
Anne & Bill Meyer Kirk Nixon 
Wendy & Ed Nunn Mike Petite 
Mark Sacher Sue Streator 

Grazie to our generous Auction Donors and Bidders!  

Albiston Bartolomeo Bendelius 
Bolt Coulson Cullen 
Davies DuBrule Donough 
Finlay Fraser Garde 
Harmonium Harter Honohans (all!) 
Hughes Ironside King 
Layton Ling Lloyd  
Madison Hotel R. McCulloch  McManus 
Meyer Monserrate/Rudin Munter 
Musielski Nixon Nolan 
Nubel Nunn Oakes 
Ostberg Partridges (all!) Petite  
Pivarnik Sherman Tross  
Waterstredt 

Special thanks to the Meyers for donating the Live Jazz, the Vestry for the 
commemorative wine glasses, and Main Street Wine Cellars for providing 
the wines for tasting!  

Christmas Decorating 

Christmas “greening” inside Grace 
is set for Sunday, December 22, 
following the 10:00 am service. 
Many hands will make light work 
as poinsettias are arranged in 
church and hallways, church 
windows are greened, lit trees are 
placed beside the altar, the crèche 
is set up and three wreaths and 
some roping are hung. Many of 
you have done this before and the 
experienced will welcome new 
hands. A holiday repast is your 
reward. Please use the sign up 
sheet in Grace Lobby so we are 
adequately prepared.  

Look for a sign-up to help in Grace 
Lobby. ~ Judy Honohan  

Bella Notte Wine Tasting 

You could be the next  

Chili Champion 

or just come eat some good chili! 

Here’s your chance!  
Slots still open for the  

Great Annual Chili Cook-off  
on Saturday, February 8. You 

could be the winner of the coveted 
Chili Champ Crown.  

Sign up on the sheet in  
Grace Lobby—don’t miss out on 

this fun, family tradition! 

Chili Champs 2018 
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Saturday, December 7, 8:00 pm  
Sunday, December 8, 3:00 pm at 

Morristown United  
Methodist Church  

50 South Park Place, Morristown  

Words Matter featuring a newly 
commissioned work by Sarah 
Rimkus, as well as a new work by 
our composer-in-residence Mark 
Miller, Vaughan Williams’ 
Fantasia on Christmas Carols and 
much more. Mark Miller’s work, 
The Children of All Others was a 
get-well gift to Dr. Anne from the 
chorus last spring, setting words 
from the International 
Declaration of Human Rights in a 
metrical setting by Jabez Van 
Cleef. Many Grace Choir 
members will be singing.  

Event info & tickets: 
www.harmonium.yapsody.com 

 

 

Ring in the New Year 

with Harmonium! 

They will be performing during  
First Night Morris on Tuesday, 
December 31, in Morristown, at 
7:00 and 8:15 pm at Church of the 
Redeemer.  

For more info and tickets visit: 
www.FirstNightMorris.com 

Thankful refugees in a welcoming land  

On November 8, 2016, eight-year-
old Lona arrived at Newark 
Airport with her parents and two 
brothers. They came on a long 
flight from Turkey, having fled 
their war-ravaged home in Aleppo, 
Syria. Lona had no idea what to 
expect in her strange new land, but 
she was comforted by the warm 
welcome from volunteers from 
Refugee Assistance Morris Partners 
(RAMP), an interfaith organization 
in Morris County N.J. 

Three years ago Lona knew little 
English and not much about 
American ways. Fast forward to 
November 8, 2019. On her day off 
from school thanks to the New 
Jersey teachers’ convention, Lona 
spent the day riding a horse for the 
first time, taking a private lesson in 
painting snow-covered mountains, 
and going to a friend’s house to 
watch “Anne of Green Gables” on 
TV. In the safety of Morris County, 
all Lona had to be frightened of 
was how high up she was on the 
back of her horse Lollipop. The fun 
day was the personal gift of an 
individual RAMP member. 

Lona’s story is just one of the many 
that can be told by the 15 people 
RAMP volunteers have welcomed 
and supported. The refugees have 
come from the horrors of wars in 

Syria and Afghanistan. Here, 
thanks to RAMP, Church World 
Services, the International Rescue 
Committee, and supporting Morris 
County institutions, including 
Grace Church, they have found safe 
housing, good jobs, excellent 
schools and health care, and, most 
important, safety.  

RAMP’s mission is to assist vetted 
Middle Eastern and other refugee 
families to transition to productive 
lives of dignity, safety and hope in 
the Morris County area. Grace 
Church is one of RAMP’s more 
than 20 supporting churches, 
synagogues, mosques and religious 
orders. Kirk and Sue Nixon are 
Grace’s representatives to RAMP. 
 

 

rampnj.org  

Baroque Orchestra of  NJ  

A SURPRISE WASSAIL 
Sunday, January 12, at 2:00 pm (note new time) at Grace Church 

Wassail reception following. 

Works by Franz Joseph Haydn, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, and George 
Frederick Handel. Featured performers Laura Ferraro, Merynda Adams, 

Nicolas Gritz, and special guest artist Michael McAvoy.  
Tickets: www.BaroqueOrchestra.org 

I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  
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O U T R E A C H  

With the last drainage ditch filled 
in, the adjacent grounds leveled and 
seeded, and the compromised 
bluestone walkway restored, the 
nine-month columbarium project 
came to an end just days before the 
first frost of the season. Once again, 
we are grateful for the talented and 
dedicated contractors that brought 
this project to fruition – Richard 
Schommer, Vice President, H2M 
Engineering;  Jim Delia, owner of 
Boulderscape Excavation; and Beau 
Ortman, owner of Hickory Tree 
Landscaping. 

The key component of the 
renovation was adding new 
drainage pipes around the 
perimeter of the structure. They 
empty into an additional drainage 
pipe that extends to the lower lawn 
area beyond the outdoor altar.  
Compacted dirt that had, over time, 
formed the upper layer of the 

columbarium, was removed and 
replaced with gravel and topped by 
six inches of a decorative stone in 
grey and brown hues. 

The soil that was removed from the 
columbarium site was used to make 
a new lawn on the far side of the 
property adjacent to the outdoor 
altar area, saving us the expense of 
moving it off site. In the outdoor 
altar area, old plantings were 
removed and a new lawn was 
added there too. The final touch 
was the replacement of 
compromised bluestones, and the 
leveling of the bluestone walkway 
adjacent to the columbarium. 

The Columbarium Fund, which was 
set up at the time the columbarium 
was built, covered the cost of this 
project 

~ Judy Jurgensen 

Columbarium Project is Complete 

B U I L D I N G S  &  G R O U N D S  

Lunch for Veterans 

Saturday, January 25 

Grace Church will open our doors 
and host veterans for lunch and 
fellowship on Saturday, January 25, 
in Grace Hall from 11:30 am to 
1:30 pm. 

In the coming weeks I will be 
sending out more information 
about how to help. We will need 
servers, greeters and cooks. We will 
also be accepting cash donations to 
defray the cost of the food. 

On the menu: soup, pulled pork 
and rolls, coleslaw, baked macaroni 
and cheese and homemade cookies 
and brownies. 

This idea came to me as a way to 
honor my father’s memory. My dad 
served in the Army Air Corps 
during World War II. For the rest of 
his life, he loved meeting and 
talking to veterans of all ages. 
Above is one of the last pictures I 
have of him. He was clearly 
delighted to meet this young man 
and it looks like the feeling is 
mutual. My prayer for this lunch is 
that it will be full of this joy and 
friendship. 

If you’re a veteran – please come!  
If you know a veteran – please 
invite them! 

~ Barbara Hughes 
    jtehughes@aol.com 

Laying the pipe (left & above) 
Finished project (right) 

Removing 
broken bluestones 

(left) 
 

Finished  
walkway (right) 
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GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

4 MADISON AVE, MADISON NJ 07940 

PHONE: (973) 377-0106 

www.GraceMadison.org 

parish@gracemadison.org 

Clergy and Officers 

The Rev. Susan R. Ironside, Rector 
ext. 112   sironside@gracemadison.org 

The Rev. Asa David Coulson, Associate 
ext. 113, acoulson@gracemadison.org 

John Garde, Warden 
jgarde@mccarter.com 

Evangeline Tross, Warden 
evangeline.tross@gmail.com 

David Gates, Treasurer 
david.forrest.gates@gmail.com 

Heather  

  Crimmins-Fraser 

Mike Cullen 

Ruth Deane 

Barbara Hughes 

Michael Ling 

Jennifer McCulloch 

Parish Staff 

Pastor Hilary Floyd, Children’s 
Ministries, hfloyd@gracemadison.org, 
ext. 115 

Kit Cone, Senior Verger and Sacristan 
kcone@gracemadison.org 

Dr. Anne Matlack 
Choirmaster and Organist 
(201) 274-4617 
amatlack@gracemadison.org 

Katie Hendrix, Asst. Conductor 
 and Children’s Choir Assistant 
kehendrix7@gmail.com 

Brandon Johnson-Douglas, 
Gargoyles Director 
bjohnsondouglas@drew.edu 

Linda Bowden, Chapel Choir Director  
LindaBowden49@gmail.com 

Michael Kostial, Parish Administrator 
mkostial@gracemadison.org, ext. 110 

Susie Harris, Communications 
sharris@gracemadison.org, ext. 111 

Osh Khublall, Bookkeeper 
okhublall@gracemadison.org, ext. 118 

Vestry 

Dora Monserrate 

Kirk Nixon 

Ed Nunn 

Sam Partridge 

 

GRACE-AT-A-GLANCE 

Sat., Dec. 7  8:00 pm  Harmonium Concert Words Matter 
Sun., Dec. 8 3:00 pm    at Morristown United Methodist Church 

Sun., Dec. 8 9:00-9:45 am Pancakes with Saint Nicholas 
 11:00-11:45 am Pancakes after the 10 am service 
 11:30 am  Clergy Forum—Mother Susan: Budget Overview 

Wed., Dec. 11 12:15 pm Advent Bible Study. Bring a bag lunch 

Wed., Dec. 18 12:15 pm Advent Bible Study 
 6-7 pm Christmas Pageant Rehearsal, Full Cast 
 7:30 pm  Blue Christmas, Church 

Sat., Dec. 21 5:00 pm  Advent Evensong, reception following  

Sun., Dec. 22 11:15 am Christmas Pageant Dress Rehearsal, Church 

 12:30 pm Greening of the Church, sign up in Grace Lobby 

Tues., Dec. 24 4:30 pm  Nativity Pageant and Holy Eucharist, Rite II   

  Music begins at 4:00 pm 

 10:30 pm  Festival Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

  Gallery Carols begin at 10:00 pm 

Wed., Dec. 25 10:30 am Christmas Day Service, Carols 

Fri., Jan. 3 6:15 pm First Friday Potluck 

 7:00 pm  Hark! A Christmas Concert—freewill donation 

Sun., Jan. 5 11:30 am Acolyte Training 

Sun., Jan 12 2:00 pm BONJ Wassail Concert [Note Time Change] 

Jan. 31-Feb. 1  Diocesan Convention, East Rutherford, NJ 

Sun., Feb. 2  Collection for Souper Bowl of Caring  

Fri., Feb. 7 6:15 pm First Friday Potluck 

 7:00 pm  Topic: All That Jazz with Kaitlin McCulloch  

WEEKLY GATHERINGS 
Mondays   9:30 am Tai Chi, Grace Hall  
2nd Monday 7:00 pm Mindfulness for Adults, Senior High Room  
Tuesdays 7:30 pm Craft Guild, Library  
3rd Tuesday 7:30 pm Men’s Book Group 
3rd Tuesday “even” months ‘Grace Day’ at nourish. NJ, Morristown 
Wednesdays 10:15 am Women's Meditation & Centering, Library 
 noon AA (Men’s Group), Grace Hall 
2nd & 4th Wed. 7:30 pm Survivors of Suicide, Library 
Fridays 7:30 am Men’s Breakfast, Waverly Restaurant 
Saturday 11:30 am Saturday Meditation Group, Grace Library 

                       WORSHIP SCHEDULE   beginning January 1 

Sundays 8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
 10:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 5:00 pm  “Last Chance Mass,” Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Mondays 5:00 pm Evening Prayer, Rite II 

Tuesdays 9:00 am Morning Prayer, Rite I 

Wednesday 9:00 am Holy Eucharist & Healing Prayer, Rite I 
 5:00 pm Evening Prayer, Rite II 

Thursdays 9:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, light breakfast before service 

Fridays 5:00 pm Evening Prayer, Rite I 

Saturdays 8:00 am Morning Prayer, Rite I  


