
 

  

To begin the service, an appropriate hymn may be sung here. 

Officiant  Dear People of God: The first Christians observed with great 
devotion the days of our Lord's passion and resurrection, and it 
became the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a season 
of penitence and fasting. This season of Lent provided a time in 
which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. It was 
also a time when those who, because of notorious sins, had been 
separated from the body of the faithful were reconciled by 
penitence and forgiveness, and restored to the fellowship of the 
Church. Thereby, the whole congregation was put in mind of the 
message of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our 
Savior, and of the need which all Christians continually have to 
renew their repentance and faith. 

 I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the 
observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by 
prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on 
God's holy Word.  

 Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made 
and forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Create and make in us 
new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and 
acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all 
mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

• Please make plans to participate with all members of 
your household in this service on February 17. 

• The instructions for this service are in Italics.  
Words in Bold are to be read together if there are 
multiple people in the household. 

• One person should serve as the officiant,  
they will read portions not in bold. 

• Have planters/soil/water/seeds readily available 
before you begin the service. 

• If you’d like a PDF of this service, it can be found 
on our website. (www.gracemadison.org) 

ASH WEDNESDAY (AT HOME) 
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Please read at least one of these Scripture passages during this service, and if possible read 
all of them. If more than one person is in the household allow for multiple readers. 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 58:1-12 
EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10 
GOSPEL Matthew 6:1-21 

At this time you are invited to plant the seeds included with this service pamphlet.  
If possible invite each member of your household to plant at least 15 seeds in a vessel 
of their choosing. Prior to planting say the following prayer: 

Officiant Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth: 
Grant that this soil may be to us a sign of our mortality and 
penitence, that we may remember that it is only by your gracious 
gift that we are given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 

As you place the seeds into the soil intentionally take time to sprinkle  
some soil upon your head and say; 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

You may choose to sing a hymn that is known by memory as you plant. 
Once you have completed your planting, please pray the following litany in a reverent 
manner. 

 To make a right beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal 
nature, let us now bow down before the Lord, our maker and 
redeemer. 

 Most holy and merciful Father: 
We confess to you and to one another, 
and to the whole communion of saints 
in heaven and on earth, 
that we have sinned by our own fault 
in thought, word, and deed; 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

 We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.  
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven. 
We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us. 
We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  
We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, Lord. 
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 We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the 
pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives, 
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our 
exploitation of other people, 
Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those 
more fortunate than ourselves, 
Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and 
our dishonesty in daily life and work, 
Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to 
commend the faith that is in us, 
We confess to you, Lord. 

 Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done: 
for our blindness to human need and suffering, and our 
indifference to injustice and cruelty, 
For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our 
neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward those 
who differ from us, 
For our waste and pollution of your creation,  
and our lack of concern for those who come after us, 
Accept our repentance, Lord. 

 Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us; 
Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great. 

 Accomplish in us the work of your salvation, 
That we may show forth your glory in the world. 
By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord, 
Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

 Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desires 
not the death of sinners, but rather that we may turn from our 
wickedness and live, has given power and commandment to his 
ministers to declare and pronounce to his people, being 
penitent, the absolution and remission of their sins. God 
pardons and absolves all those who truly repent, and with sincere 
hearts believe the holy Gospel. Therefore we beseech him to 
grant us true repentance and the Holy Spirit, that those things 
may please the Lord which we do on this day, and that the rest 
of our life hereafter may be pure and holy, so that at the last we 
may come to eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Peace is then exchanged with all present in the household.  

Please hug one another and offer words of love and affirmation. If you live alone, 
call a family member or friend who may also be alone on this day and express your 
love and gratitude to them. 

You may close with another hymn or read Psalm 51. 


