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It is rarely fun to walk in the 
dark. It can lead to bruised shins 
and stubbed toes, while we grope 
for a light or wait for our eyes to 
adjust. Familiar places can seem 
strange and foreign once the sun 
goes down. When I came to Grace 
last month, one of my first goals 
was to learn the location of light 
switches, so I could minimize the 
amount of times I wandered into 
a wall when I walk down the dark 
corridors. (Mission accomplished! 
I know the location of almost 
every light switch. I think.) 

The Church year begins at this 
time, as it does every year, when 
the days grow darker, and the 
nights grow longer. And for our 
ancestors, this was exactly the 
point of starting the year in this 
way. Just when it seems that the 
light is going to go away forever, 
when the world seems its darkest, 
we begin another year of watchful 
waiting. With attentive and eager 
hearts, we begin again to look for 
the Light who shines in the 
darkness. 

Just when it looks like the sun 
is never going to come back, and 
the world grows dark and cold, 
we begin waiting and watching 
for Jesus. That is the prayer of the 
Church for the coming weeks. We 
will say it and sing it in numerous 

ways as the days of December 
unfold: Come, Lord Jesus! 

Our worshipping life changes 
in this season, giving us a 
different perspective so that we 
can watch for signs of Jesus 
among us. You will notice, too, 
some changes coming to the 
bulletin, as we practice watching 
and waiting and paying attention 
to God and God’s people in new 
ways.  

Advent teaches us, and 
reminds us of what we already 
know, that things tend to get 
darker before they get lighter. But 
even in the darkness, we will be 
waiting and watching, because 
even there we will find that God 
has not abandoned us. Indeed, 
God is as near as our own flesh. 

Happy Advent! Come, Lord 
Jesus. 

RECTOR’S MESSAGE  

The Rev. Susan R. Ironside 
(973) 377-0106 x112 
sironside@gracemadison.org  

On Saturday, January 26 at  
11:00 am, we welcome our 
bishop, the Rt. Rev. Carlye 
Hughes, local clergy, and our 
community to the Celebration of 
New Ministry here at Grace 
Church with the installation of 
Grace’s 16th rector, the Rev. Susan 
R. Ironside. 

The Celebration of New Ministry 
is a time when the parish stands 
as a united community before the 
bishop to request that the new 
Rector be installed. Symbolic gifts 
are presented to the new Rector – 
keys by the Wardens, chalice and 
paten by the Altar Guild, the 
book of Constitution & Canons 
by local Episcopal clergy. 

Please join us as we celebrate 
together this new chapter in the 
history of Grace Church.  

Epiphany Eve Open House 
All are invited to stop by the home of  
Susan Ironside and Andrew Moore on 
Saturday, January 5 in the late afternoon  
for a drink and a visit to celebrate the  
Eve of the Epiphany.  
Stay tuned for more details!   
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PRIEST ASSOCIATE’S MESSAGE  
The Rev. Canon Michel Belt 
(973) 377-0106 x113  
GraceMadisonMBelt@gmail.com  

It is hard to imagine that 
another year is quickly coming to a 
close. And yet, it seems to me that 
even with one ending upon us, 
Grace is being gifted with a whole 
set of “new” beginnings. 

We are just on the edge of 
greeting the “new” liturgical year 
(which begins Sunday, Advent I, 
December 2); a gift to us as people 
of faith. At Grace, we’ll be 
changing our Eucharistic Prayers 
for both Rite I and Rite II (and for 
Rite II, the form for our Prayers of 
the People) beginning with the 
Advent Season. Our liturgy is one 
way we live out our faith and 
provide an example to others, 
including our community of what 
our beliefs are, and the impact that 
faith has in our daily lives. 

With that change, Mother Susan 
is looking at ways we can better 
communicate with each other—it 
is clear, looking at the recycle 
basket after Sunday services, that 
few, if any, read much of the paper 
generated at Grace each week. 
And based on some recent 
feedback that “We didn’t know,” 
living in the 21st century and using 
electronic communication doesn’t 
seem to work either: few seem to 
read either email or church-related 
texts. So changing our Eucharist 
Prayers brings some “freshness” to 
what might otherwise become 
ordinary— a gift so that our 
communal worship remains 
neither stale or staid. 

Then just a few weeks later, 
we’ll be greeted by another “new,” 

the new calendar-year. And some 
of us will struggle with that “gift” 
as well, wondering what the new 
year may bring: personally, 
financially, politically, and yes, 
even spiritually. How will the 
turning of the calendar page to 
January impact us individually 
and communally? What will the 
year 2019 bring to our lives, 
especially in light of the recent 
contentious election season? How 
do we as people of faith honor the 
new year, and the new life it can 
potentially bring into our lives and 
those of our biological and 
community family? 

And last, but not least, is the gift 
of our new Rector. Mother Susan 
brings (much needed) new energy 
and new insights to our Parish life. 
While it may not be apparent to 
some, she is doing exactly what 
clergy new to a parish are 
repeatedly counseled to do: watch, 
listen, and seek to understand.  
She is watching: what we do 
among the staff; in our worship 
together; in our facilities and their 
use; in our committee meetings; 
and, maybe most importantly, in 
our interactions with each other. 
She is listening: to the welcome 
extended to her; to how we treat 
other newcomers/visitors; to 
wardens, vestry, staff and 
parishioners; and, to various 
comments about the vast variety of 
our common life together. And she 
is seeking to understand: what we 
do and why we do it; what are the 
customary way things are done; 

what we need to do to grow, not 
only numerically, but in our 
individual and corporate life of 
faith; and, do we know why we’re 
doing something, or do we do it 
just because “we’ve always done it 
that way.” 

I am truly enjoying working 
with my “new” colleague. In the 
short time we’ve had together, we 
clearly are seeking to do the three 
things already mentioned 
(watching, listening, seeking to 
understand) in conjunction with 
each other. But we are also 
challenging each other about our 
own understanding of our faith, 
our practices, our work ethic and 
the way we live our life. And we 
are seeking to hold each other 
accountable for all of these things, 
while not neglecting probably the 
most important for clergy, our self-
care. And, I’m loving it! 

Now … we need every 
parishioner (in conjunction with 
their partner/spouse/family) to 
help us accomplish one more 
“new” thing: to make this the best 
stewardship-year ever! Calling a 
new Rector is great for the life of 
the parish, but as wonderful as she 
is, she can only work with what 
she is given. We need to increase 
the level of our giving—for the 
mission and ministry of Grace 
Church. We need to finally break 
the million dollar level of our 
annual budget, so we can do some 
much needed improvements to 
our facilities, so we can acquire 

(Continued on page 3) 
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additional programmatic support, 
so we can better teach and train 
and share what we are called to do, 
as “laborers for the harvest” that 
God provides. 

In an outside organization I 
belong to, we have long said that 
growing our membership is a task 
for everyone in the organization. 
We’ve recently come to 
understand while that is the truth, 
for most of us, that translates to 
meaning “everyone, other than me, 
is responsible for growing our 
organization”—in other words, 
nobody feels they need to pay any 
personal attention to seeking that 
growth: it is someone else’s 
responsibility. 

Likewise, stewardship (of the  
oft named “Time, Talent and 
Treasure”) is everyone’s 
responsibility. But it simply can’t 
and won’t effectively happen if 
each and every one of us doesn’t 
spend some time looking at our 
many gifts, then actually 
computing how each of us can 
improve our personal stewardship 
of those gifts, praying about what 
our checkbook reflects our 
priorities are, and then loving and 
generously completing a pledge 
card. This is a time of new 
beginnings, and we can make it 
happen throughout the community 
we call Grace Church. 

Priest Associate’s Message 
(Continued from page 2) 
 

Now that our new Rector is 
here, your Wardens can go back to 
dealing with the more mundane 
aspects of Parish life—snow 
removal, missing lights in the 
parish hall, copy machines, and 
the most important issue—the 
flavor of coffee on Sunday 
mornings.  

Most Pressing Issue 

One issue that we cannot escape 
is the issue of the budget and 
stewardship. 

As we move into the last month 
of the year, we will be sending out 
pledge reminders for this year. 
While pledge payments for this 
year are close to up-to-date, it is 
really important for the church 
budget that parishioners keep 
their pledges current through the 
end of the year. If you have 
questions about remaining 
balances or anything else, please 
call the church office and someone 
will get back to you. We have a 
history of being able to collect 
close to 100% of church pledges, 
and it is important that we are 
able to do so. 

2019 

Now on to next year. The Vestry 
set a stewardship goal of $575,000 
in pledge support from the 
congregation. We are getting 
there, but we still have a way to 
go. As of this mailing, we are at 
128 pledges for $340,051. That is 
more than fifty percent of our goal 
with more pledges coming in. The 
good news is that the Grace 

Church family has always been 
very supportive of pledging to our 
budget. The bad news is that it 
takes a long time to get to that 
goal. Last year we were still 
collecting pledge cards in March. 
Please don’t make us do this 
again. Please get your pledges in 
as soon as possible.  

Other news 

Our new Bishop, the Rt. Rev 
Caryle Hughes, will be at Grace 
for her first visitation as Bishop on 
Sunday, December 16. We are still 
working out details, but please 
place this date on your calendar 
and join us as we welcome our 
new Bishop. 

To the many who have asked: 
yes we are working on dates for 
our Rector’s installation service. 
Details to follow.  
Your Wardens,  
John Garde and Tom Honohan  

The End of  the Year is Coming–
 where do we stand? 

W A R D E N ’S  R E P O R T  

Our next baptismal services 

will be during the  
10:00 am service  
on January 13,  

The Baptism of Our Lord.  

Speak to one of our clergy  
if you are interested in being 

baptized, or having your  
child baptized.  
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MUSIC  AT  GRACE  
Dr. Anne Matlack 
(201) 274-4617 
Anne.Matlack@ChoralCommunities.com  

Ah, the December Choir Schedule! We are working hard and preparing for all sorts of different 
services! DO come to church as much as you can—I promise, the Advent Music is some of the 
BEST of the liturgical year, and will feed your soul.  

Advent hymns have a theme of expectation, meditation, waiting, watching, preparing, and are 
some of the most beautiful in our hymnal. Advent Sundays in the Episcopal church are a retreat 
from the secular world which bombards you with carols before their time! Give yourself the gift 
of Advent! Here are the Advent/Christmas services, musically speaking:  

December 2  
Red Choir & Chapel Choir sing He Came Down 
Combined Choirs sing Keep Your Lamps  
Gargoyles sing The Promised Land 

December 9 Our Combined Choirs will preview  
Deposuit from Pergolesi’s Magnificat 
Daughters of Zion (DOZ) sing The Apple Tree  
by Kesselman 

December 16 Bishop Visitation 
All choirs, DOZ and Gargoyles with special 
music, including Jack Noble White’s Canticle 9 
(affectionately know as the Shirley Song) 

December 22, 5:00 pm—Saturday’s Evensong with 
Pergolesi’s Magnificat with strings. The service is 
still only an hour. Mulled wine & cheese, and 
warm cider & cookies to follow. Wassail!  

December 23 O Come Emmanuel Procession, more 
Pergolesi, a gorgeous anthem by Renaissance 
composer Eccard. Pageant Dress Rehearsal 
follows (including choirs.) 

December 24 —Christmas Eve 
Our “Pageant Service” is at 4:30 pm. With music 
beginning at 4:00 pm featuring School Choirs, 
Gargoyles, DOZ, bells, flute, cast, choirs, 
congregational carol sing—a Madison tradition! 

 “Midnight” Service begins with Choir Carols 
from the gallery at 10:00 pm. The service begins at 
10:30 pm and ends with Silent Night by 
candlelight at midnight. A choir includes adults, 
youth, and lots of college returnees.  

December 25—Christmas Day  
10:30 am  Family friendly Communion  
and Carols with an intergenerational choir.  
Here is a taste: https://youtu.be/xtpRemrvSh0  

December 30 
8:00 am and 6:00 pm regular services  
10:30 worship with Lessons and Carols.  
Choir call at 9:30 am, all visitors welcome but 
please RSVP. 

January 3 & 4  Regular Choir Practice resumes.  
If you would like to join choir, please see 
Dr. Anne—this is a perfect time to start. 

January 4  Evening Prayer at 5:30 pm, followed by 
First Friday potluck, Frozen Sing-Along, Carol 
Contest Finale, and Family Party.  

January 6 is Epiphany Sunday. Music by Howells 
and Marcello and a visit from the Three Kings. 

Favorite Carol Contest! 

Christmas Carols in our 1982 hymnal are as old as 
Gregorian Chant (Of the Father’s Love), as happy as 
the French Noel (Angels We have Heard on High), as 
mournful as the Coventry Carol (Lully Lullay), 
and as rousing as Go Tell it on the Mountain!  

What is your favorite Christmas Carol? (Not 
Advent, not Epiphany, not secular-aka Rudolph). 
VOTE by December 30 and we will sing the 
winners on Friday, January 4, at a fun 5:30 pm 
Carol Service before our First Friday Family 
Christmas Party!  

Forms will be by the music board. You may vote 
for three songs, but you must include your name 
so no one may vote more than three times! We 
will have a drawing for door prizes from the 
submissions. 

https://youtu.be/xtpRemrvSh0
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Advent Evensong  
Saturday, December 22,  

at 5:00 pm  

Our Advent Evensong is a  
candlelight service which will 

include combined choirs,  
Advent hymns, and Pergolesi’s 

Magnificat with chamber 
orchestra. 

Reception following with  
mulled wine, minced pies and 

sausage rolls.  

WASSAIL CONCERT 
Robert Butts, Director 

Baroque Orchestra of NJ 

Sunday, January 13, at 3:00 pm 
Here at Grace Church 

Tickets: 
www.BaroqueOrchestra.org 

Voyage en France 
Saturday, January 19, 7:30 pm 

Grace Church 

A Vocal recital 
featuring Patricia 
Ruggles, mezzo, 
and Carolle-Ann 
Mochernuk on 
piano. Freewill 
donation at door.  

GRACE COMMUNITY  MUSIC  

Come see the Rector’s Office and take a  
quick break from the pace of December!  

Mother Susan warmly invites choir parents and 
families to an After School Open House in the 
Rector’s Office on Friday, December 7 from  
3:30-5:30 pm. Drop off your kids for choir 
practice and come for a visit for a glass of wine 
and some afternoon snacks. 

 

 

Ring in the New Year  

with Harmonium! 

They will be performing during  
First Night Morris on Monday, 
December 31, in Morristown, at 
7:00 and 8:15 pm at Church of the 
Redeemer. 

For more info and tickets visit: 
www.FirstNightMorris.com 

 

 
Wonderful Start  

to the New Year! 

Come for worship at 10:00 am  
and stay for a New Year’s Brunch.  

Let us know you can come  
and what food you’d like  

to bring to share. 

The Daughters of 

Zion and  

the Gargoyles 

performed at the 

Museum of Early 

Trade on MACA 

Holiday Festival on 

Friday, November 23.  
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New singers are welcome to join at any point in the year.  
Just talk to or mail Dr. Anne at 

anne.matlack@choralcommunities.com 

Lessons and Carols 
—a unique tradition 

First held on Christmas Eve 
1918, the Festival of Nine Lessons 
and Carols in King's College, 
Cambridge, is the traditional start 
of Christmas for many people. It 
was first broadcast in 1928 and is 
now broadcast to millions of 
people around the world. 
Whenever I can swing it, I like to 
be home wrapping presents at 
10:00 am on Christmas Eve 
morning, listening live!  
(Try WNYC-New York, 93.9 FM, if 
you’d like to listen) 

In honor of the centennial we 
will include a lot of the traditional 
English carols in our services this 
year, many of which were codified 
in the beloved “green book” Carols 
for Choir I by Sir David Willcocks. 
Our service on the Sunday after 
Christmas, December 30, always 
follows this format of readings 
and carols, starting with the 
youngest reader and moving up 
to the rector!  

Here at Grace we have this 
service at 10:30 am, with a 9:30 am 
rehearsal. Visiting and returning 
singers are most welcome. If you 
forget and come early, the coffee 
will be on! 

 

Navidad Nuestra 
Navidad Nuestra, Christmas works from South and Central 
America (including the charming title piece by Ariel Ramirez with 
percussion, violin, and Darren O’Neill on guitars as well as new 
works by women composers Sarah Rimkus, Tawnie Olson, and 
Stephanie Martin) will be presented Saturday, December 8, at 8:00 
pm and Sunday, December 9, at 3:00 pm at Morristown United 
Methodist Church, 50 South Park Place, Morristown.  

Argentinian Ariel Ramirez wrote Navidad Nuestra in 1964, the 
same year he composed his well-known Misa Criolla. Both were 
written in response to the Vatican II permission to perform mass 
in the local language of the people, rather than Latin. Subtitled 
“A Folk Drama of the Nativity Based on the Rhythms and 
Traditions of Hispanic America,” Navidad Nuestra tells the story of 
Christmas in six parts from the Annunciation to the Flight from 
Herod, probably with the intention of a living tableau (criollo 
retable) for each movement. The work uses the rhythms and 
instruments of Argentine folk dances, and a Spanish text by Felix 
Luna. There is a lot of traditional call and response between tenors 
and tenor soloists and chorus, and lots of percussion, which 
luckily is handled from within Harmonium’s many music teacher-
singers! When I came across Ramirez’s work in my files over the 
summer, I realized that as well as being charming and beautiful, it 
ends with the flight into Egypt, reminding 
us again that the Christmas story is the 
story of refugees. There is such a rich 
choral repertoire in South America, that it 
has been a joy to build a concert around 
that music, around singing each other’s 
songs, helping us all celebrate and 
recognize our common humanity. Other 
subthemes include hoping for better times 
and empowering women’s voices.  
~Dr. Anne  

You can purchase your tickets online at  
www.harmonium.org/events/ 

mailto:anne.matlack@choralcommunities.com
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Parents’ Day Out 
Saturday, December 15,  

9:00 am-1:00 pm 

Are you a busy parent?  

Want more time to shop for 

Christmas?  (or do you just 

want a nap?) 

If you answered YES! to any of 
these questions—then drop your 
kids, grades PreK to fifth grade, 
off at Grace for Parents’ Day Out. 
Lunch, snack, crafts and fun will 
be provided, and all you have to 
do is show up!  Pre-register for 
$20/child or $40/family.  
Prices that day are $25/child or 
$50/family.  

Registration forms are in Grace 
Lobby or downstairs near the 
Godly Play room. All kids are 
welcome! See you there!  
~Kathleen Munter 

This is a fundraiser for  
Youth Pilgrimage.  

In the Advent Season 

As a child, the liturgical seasons 
of Advent and Easter were the 
ones that caught my 
imagination.  These were the two 
liturgical seasons that I recall as 
marking the hours of my church 
life in a way that was different 
from other times of the year. 
Beyond the decorations and 
festivities of these seasons, and in 
addition to the hymns only sung 
during these seasons, the 
congregational life became not 
only more intense but also more 
intentional. We not only made 
space for a few more services 
during those weeks, but we even 
made room for spending more 
time together in fellowship. It felt 
to me that during these two 
seasons, we spent more time in 
the company of others at an 
unhurried pace. Christmas and 
Easter were times of communal 
celebration. 

While in seminary, as I prepared 
an assignment for a preaching 
class, I had an opportunity to 
revisit my recollections of 
celebrating Advent and Easter as 
a child. The task we were given 
asked us to prepare a series of 
short sermons based on a 
liturgical season of our choice. My 
first thought was to reflect on the 
meaning of Advent and tie my 
short sermons to the meaning of 
each candle, Hope, Peace, Joy, 
Love, culminating with a 

celebratory exposition of the birth 
of Light of the World. 

As I worked on my Advent 
sermons, I could not shake a 
thought: that the Easter story 
needed to come in to bring 
sharper focus to my work. What 
started out as a class assignment 
threw me for a loop as I finally 
came to grips with one theological 
truth: we enter into the Advent 
season as preparation for the 
Easter story. The expectations and 
the waiting for the birth of the 
Messiah are connected to the 
Messiah's Passion, Death, and 
Ressurection of the Easter story. 
They are two points in the story 
that bind Christians into a faith 
community. 

As we enter the season of Advent, 
let us enjoy festivities as we also 
make room to prepare for the 
Easter season. In a hurried world, 
this season may be a good time to 
slow down and enter into more 
intentional communion with each 
other and the Divine. Enjoy the 
Holidays! 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
Dr. Elias Ortega-Aponte 
(973) 377-0106 x113  
GraceMadisonKids@gmail.com  

Compline for Kids  
(and pizza!) 

First Wednesday of the Month 
5:30–7:00 pm 

December 5 & February 6 
There won’t be a January Compline.  

The first Wednesday of each 
month, kids age 3-10 and their 
parents are welcome to meet at 
5:30 in the kitchen to make pizza 
together, do an outreach craft, 
and eat together.  

After dinner, we join together 
for a child-friendly evening 
worship service at 6:30 pm. There 
are lots of opportunities for the 
kids to lead the service, and it’s a 
lovely way to worship together 
as a family. If your child would 
like to play an instrument for the 
offertory, speak with Dr. Anne.  

A word of gratitude: 
Thank you to all of you who 
contributed your gifts and time  
for the Thanksgiving Outreach. 
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Thanksgiving  

For some years at Grace Church, we have generously supported 
Trinity Food Pantry and Jersey Battered Women Services by donating 
“Thanksgiving Dinner Bags”, containing non-perishable Thanksgiving 
dinner items. This year through your contributions and help 
assembling the bags, we were able to exceed our goal of 55 dinner 
bags. On November 11, we collected and gathered a total of 64 dinner 
bags! Thank you for your generosity and willingness to give your time 
to make this event not only possible but a great success!  

Grace Church is scheduled to 
provide meals at the Community 
Soup Kitchen (CSK) on Tuesday, 
December 18. Servers, certified 
kitchen workers and food donors 
are needed. Volunteer guidelines 
and a sign-up sheet are posted on 
the bulletin board in Grace Lobby. 
Volunteers must register by 
December 10. Thanks for your help! 

For further information, contact 
Tom Honohan:  
thonohan@mac.com  
or Kirk Nixon 
kirknixon1103@gmail.com 

Christmas Collections 
Prison Ministry 

The holidays are an especially 
difficult time for inmates and their 
families. Your acts of kindness 
may be seen by a prisoner as the 
brightest beacon of God’s love this 
holiday season. Suggested 
donations are listed near the 
collection bin in Grace Lobby. 
Drop off deadline is Friday, 
December 7. Thank you! ~  
Mike Kostial 

Episcopal Relief   
& Development  

Your contribution to ERD’s 
Hurricane Relief Fund will 
support communities in need. 
Consider making a donation 
instead of sending Christmas 
cards to fellow parishioners this 
year. Your name will be listed in 
the Grace Church Christmas Card. 
Please share a Christmas card or 
photo of yourself or family, it will 
be included on an ERD bulletin 
board. Fill out one of the ERD 
forms found on the ERD bulletin 
board, and include a check to 
“Grace Church” with “ERD” on 
the memo line. Deadline for 
inclusion on Christmas Card is 
December 9. 

Angel Trees 
We are collecting gifts for needy 
families and children in our 
greater community, including 
families served by several 
outreach agencies. The Angel Tree 
is in Grace Lobby. Please take a 
tag and return the UNWRAPPED 

donations by Wednesday, 
December 12. Thank you! ~ 
Melissa Waterstredt 
melissawaterstredt@gmail.com 

O U T R E A C H  

Looking ahead 

On February 3, ‘Super Bowl 
Sunday’, our youth will be 
collecting non-perishable food 
items and money for the Souper 
Bowl of Caring. 

100% of donations are given to 
local charities such as Trinity 
Church food ministry, 
Community Soup Kitchen, and 
Rotary’s End Hunger 360.  

Let’s change the nation's largest 
weekend of football into the 
largest weekend of caring.  
~ Fr. Michel  

mailto:MelissaWaterstredt@gmail.com
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Meeting Mother Susan 

P A R I S H  E V E N T S  

On Friday, November 2,  
we welcomed Mother Susan  
to her first First Friday and 
learned more about her by 

spending the evening with her and her 
husband, Andrew Moore.  It was a fun 
evening of learning new things and meeting 
new people. For those who were not able to 
be with us, there are other opportunities to 
meet and get to know our new Rector. An 
“encore” of her First Friday presentation 
will be offered at the Adult Forum on 
Sunday, January 6. She will also be hosting 
other events in the coming weeks. She is 
eager to meet us and get to know us!   

Judy Honohan welcomes all.  

Three generations— 

  Crary, Cray, and Arthur  

Oktoberfest-ready Sue Nixon. Peggy Potter & Randi Albiston. 

Ted Roper & Mike Kostial 

Susan Ironside & Andrew Moore 

Cheers Al!  

Our new rector—Mother Susan! 

Mark Sacher & Linda Bowden 

Sharing a moment with Fr. Michel 
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     Future Fun!  

St. Patrick’s Day Feast—Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner 

Sunday, March 17, 5:00-7:00 pm  
Eat in, take out, or delivery (with advance orders) 

Adults  $20    Children $7  Family Max $75 

P A R I S H  E V E N T S  

Saturday, January 5, 2019 

The Eve of Epiphany 
6:00–8:00 pm  
(Chefs arrive by 5:30 pm to set-up) 
 
$20 per person or $50 per family 
 
Menu:  

Chili, Fixins Bar, Rice, Chips, Corn Bread, Mac-n
-Cheese, Beer, Soft Drinks.  
And there will be an Ice Cream Bar! 

100% of proceeds  

to Grace Stewardship! 
This event received rave  

reviews last year.  
Join us for this fun, family-
friendly intergenerational 
evening! Bring a neighbor  

or a friend! 

Hosted by the  

Grace Men’s Group &  

Friday Men’s Breakfast Club 

Chili Cook-Off 
Is your Chili prize-worthy? Let’s find out.  
Face off in a friendly taste-test competition in Grace Hall. 
Enter the competition and bring your ready-to-serve pot of 
chili to share. Prizes will be awarded.  
Or join us as a spectator and taste tester. 

Here’s the lineup:  
CHEF #1:  Tom Honohan  

CHEF #2: Scott Albiston & Family 

CHEF #3:  Marilyn Musielski 

CHEF #4:  Mark Sacher & Family 

CHEF #5: Wendy Nunn 

CHEF #6: Rob Frasier & Family 

You can add your name to this illustrious list.  
All are welcome to throw their chef hat in the ring!  
Enter the competition—sign up in Grace Lobby now! 
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Women of Grace Book Group  

All are welcome to join the conversation on the third 
Monday of the month at 7:00 pm in Nieman Annex.  

December 17, Lillian Boxfish Takes a Walk,  
 by Kathleen Rooney 
January 21, Born a Crime by Trevor Noah 

~ Joan Nolan (973) 267-2638 

Men’s Book Group  
Tuesday, December 18, at 7:30 pm 
The Paris Architect by Charles Belfoure, a historical novel 
for our December 18 meeting to be held at John Wand’s 
house. Contact Bruce Rudin with any questions and for 
directions: brucedora@verizon.net or (973) 214-5359 

Sunday Mornings 
Several Sundays a month we will 
host presentations to explore 
different topics or have fun parish 
activities. Grab a cup of coffee and 
join us in Nieman Hall at 11:30 am. 
Here are some of the topics and 
events coming up: 

Sunday, December 2 
Advent Wreath-Making  

9:00 am—noon 

 
Sunday, December 9 

Pancakes with St. Nicholas  
Pancakes and goodies will be 
served beginning at 9:00 am  

until noon. Children will be able  
to have their picture taken with St. 

Nicholas, and hear A Visit from  
St. Nicholas read by Mother Susan.  

$7/person OR $25/family max 
Proceeds will benefit  

Grace Church Ministries. 
 

 
Sunday, December 16 

Bishop Visitation  
The Rt. Rev. Carlye Hughes  

Sunday, January 6 

Getting to know Mother Susan  
(an encore presentation)  

Sunday, February 10 

Parish Annual Meeting  
Plan to attend this parish-wide 

meeting. Your attendance is crucial 
to healthy communication  

within our parish.  

P A R I S H  E V E N T S  

First Fridays 
Potluck starts at 6:15 pm; presentation begins at 7:00 pm . 

Senior Services— December 7 
Tri Town 55+ Coalition is a non-profit, community-based organization 
that connects businesses, non-profit, and public agencies to help 
address the needs of older adults and their families. Several of Tri-
Town 55+ board members will discuss some of their offerings such as 
Needs Assessments to help identify areas for senior support, and the 
Ride for Seniors services which provides on-demand transportation 
service for residents 65 and older. All are welcome— bring a friend!  

Sing-Along & Family Party—January 4 
“Frozen” Sing-Along, Carol Contest Finale, and Family Party!  

Brain Training—February 1 

“Brain Training” offers a practical guide with skills to build on to 
stimulate and strengthen the neural foundation of contentment, 
kindness, and peace. Patricia Miller, a Madison therapist and pastoral 
counselor, will talk about how psychology, neurology, and religion 
intersect to give us a better understanding of our true nature. 

Sign up in Grace Lobby.  

B O O K  W O R M S  
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Thank you from the Oktoberfest/
Decemberfest Auction Committee. 
The rescheduling of this year’s 
auction made things more 
complex than usual, but everyone 
was adaptable and generous with 
their time and energy. 

We are most grateful for all who 
made donations to this major 
fundraiser in the form of baskets, 
funds, services, creativity and 
time. Those who made winning 
bids on Live Auction and 
Experience Grace items all added 
to the financial success of the 
evening. Basket winners took 
home wonderful things 
generously provided by our many 
basket sponsors. 

It was a pleasure working with 
Eleanor Rawitz, Randi Albiston 
and Diane DuBrule. Their 
dependability and quick response 
to many questions made 
organizing so much easier. Please 
be sure to thank them next time 
you see them. My appreciation 
and thanks go out to the many 
other volunteers who made the 
evening a success. You are all 
AMAZING! ~ Judy Honohan 

F U N D R A I S E R  

Advent Women’s Meditation Classes 

Each week, in anticipation of an Advent Sunday, we will continue our 
meditative journey in the Library on Wednesdays at 10:15 am.  

December 5 An Offering of Love 

December 12 Into the Darkest Hour 

December 19 Prayers for Peace 

Guided Meditation is the process of calming the mind and body and 
entering a peaceful state. It is one of the best tools to balance our emo-
tions, deal with physical and psychological distress and promote being 
in the present moment. It can be difficult to meditate in complete si-
lence, so we offer Guided Meditation where you allow yourself to be 
talked through a meditation. 

Classes are led by Paula Roper and are $5 each (payable at the class.) 

Greening Grace  

We will be greening and flowering the church on the 
fourth Sunday of Advent, December 23, after the 
Pageant dress rehearsal around 12:30 pm. Greening is 
a social time when we place wreaths and trees, hang 

garlands, and decorate the windows with greens and 
berries. This year poinsettias and the crèche will be placed at the 
same time and, as always, many hands make light work and all are 
welcome. Bring the kids along—children are terrific poinsettia 
carriers and placers!  We’ll have a light lunch in the kitchen before 
we begin. Please let me know of your participation, so lunch will 
serve us all. Thanks. 

When Christmas is Over...  

Please join the Flower Guild on Epiphany Sunday, January 6, 
following the 10:00 am service to remove our decorations and put 
away the crèche. It won’t take long if we have enough helpers. 

Thanks! Judy Honohan  (973) 975-5900   jhonohan@mac.com  

P A R I S H  E V E N T S  
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Grace Church Financial Report 
October 31, 2018 

This report covers from January 1-October 31, 2018 

Total Income: 
Budgeted Amount: $ 601,367 
Actual Amount: $ 600,425 
Amount Actual is Under Budget:       ( $        942) 

Again this month there is no primary contributor to the budget 
underrun as all income categories are near the budgeted, 
varying only by a little amount.  Plate Offerings, however, are 
below the budgeted amount by $4,620.  The bottom line was 
helped by some Auction pre-payments of $11,065. 

Total Expenses: 
Budgeted Amount:   $ 782,628 
Actual Amount:   $ 743,528 
Amount Actual is Under Budget:         ( $   39,100) 

There is no primary contributor to this underrun. Many expense 
items are right at budget, or are unevenly “loaded” due to 
programmatic requirements, time when payments are due, or other 
circumstances (i.e., last winter’s snowplowing) beyond our control. 
 

Net Ordinary Income: $ 600,425 

Total Expenses: $ 743,528 

Net Ordinary Income:                           ($ 143,103) 
Endowment Income Applied:              $  117,764 

Net Income:         ($   25,339) 

Summary: 

We continue in a deficit mode for now, although as of October 
31, 2018, we have spent $39,100 less than we anticipated, based 
on our 2018 budget.  Since we originally forecast a deficit 
budget, the fact that we are under budget means we are 
watching our expenses carefully. The Vestry will continue to 
watch both income and expenses, and we believe we should 
end the year in the positive. 

 

All are encouraged to keep  

their pledges up to date.  

• Sunday, January 20, after both  
8:00 and 10:00 am services. 

• Each examination takes about  
twelve minutes (and, no 
pupillary  dilatation!) 

• The screening will take place in 
Nieman Hall.  
 

Dr. Marco Zarbin, a Grace 
parishioner and Chair of the 
Institute of Ophthalmology & 
Visual Science, Rutgers-NJ Medical 
School, will conduct our third free 
vision screening here at Grace. 
Rutgers-New Jersey Medical School 
will provide their diagnostic 
equipment and the staff. The 
screening will be non-mydriatic—
the screening will not require eye 
dilatation, due to the screening 
equipment used, but watching 
especially for major causes of vision 
loss, including diabetic retinopathy, 
age-related macular degeneration, 
and glaucoma. They will not be 
offering prescriptions for corrective 
lenses.  

Sign-up on the sheet in Grace Lobby.  

H E A L T H  

Free Vision 
Screening 
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G R A C E  C O U N S E L I N G  C E N T E R  

Pictured here is the new boiler 
that was installed this month at 
Grace Counseling Center just in 

time for the cold weather. 

Challenges of Parenting 
December 10, 7:00-8:00 pm  
Presenter: Ryan Williams, MA 

Problem behaviors with children are frustrating. 
Learn how to understand these behaviors and 
respond to them. This workshop will give 
opportunities to share and learn interventions to use 
with your child. 

Communication Skills  

for Parents 
January 16, 7:00-8:00 pm  

Presenter: Catherine Morrisett, D. Min. 

Join us for a discussion about communication with 
children in today’s world. This workshop is designed 
to introduce skills that can improve your family life. 

Your relationship can thrive in retirement! 
February 11, 7:30-8:30 pm 

Presenter: Susan Chrystal, M.Div. 

Retirement is a new chapter in your life in many 
ways. You’re saying goodbye to your old job, but 
you’re also juggling new interests and different 
responsibilities—and beginning a new phase of your 
most significant relationship. Just in time for 
Valentine’s Day, this workshop will help you learn 
how to deal with the pitfalls and opportunities of 
your new life together.  

Compromise 
By Ryan M. Williams, MA 

The need for compromise: Two concepts that are often difficult to 
achieve. People have numerous needs. All people have some of their 
needs met, but a lot of people have a difficult time meeting most of their 
needs let alone all of their needs. The compulsion to repeat acts is an 
obstacle to meeting needs. People become accustomed to handling 
situations in a way that was once effective in tolerating a stress 
situation, but is no longer useful later in life. In addition to repeating, 
everyone has resistances. Resistances can be very useful in defending 
against unwanted situations, but when a person's unconscious 
motivates a resistance the results can be detrimental to growth. In order 
for there to be a compromise, resistances must no longer be needed. 
One needs to determine the value the resistance serves. If one can 
recognize that the resistance is caused not by the current situation but 
by a driving force from prior experience, they can reach a compromise 
and be provided an opportunity for growth. By maintaining the 
resistance, new opportunities for growth are thwarted while the 
repetition is supported. The more you recognize repetition and have the 
ability to respond with different options, the more you will be able to 
overcome resistances and promote the opportunity for growth. 

Free Workshops 
Grace Counseling would like to announce its next round of informational 
workshops which are designed to help the community live fuller, more 
productive lives. Space is limited, please call (973) 822-0707 to reserve a seat.  

The Grace Counseling Center is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to a mission focused on relieving emotional 
suffering and empowering positive change in the lives  

of individuals, couples, families and groups. 

16 MADISON AVENUE, MADISON NJ  
(973) 822-0707  WWW.GRACECOUNSELING.ORG 
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Please let us know 

If you are admitted to a 
hospital, please let us know. 
Due to HIPPA regulations, the 
facility is not able to contact 
Grace Church unless you ask 
them to do so. You may also ask 
a family member to contact us 
on your behalf. We would like 
to help any way we can. 

Honoring Dr. Martin  

Luther King, Jr.  

We anticipate an interfaith service 
honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. will be held again this year.  

At this time, no information is 
available. Watch Grace Notes for 
details.  

Here at Grace, we will honor  
Dr. King’s work and witness on 
Sunday, January 20th by 
including the Black National 
Anthem Lift Every Voice and Sing 
in our worship.  

H O L Y  D A Y S  
Friday, Dec. 21 ST. THOMAS, APOSTLE 

5:30 pm Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

Monday, Dec. 24 CHRISTMAS EVE 
4:30 pm  Nativity Pageant and Holy Eucharist, Rite II   
 Music begins at 4:00 pm 
10:30 pm  Festival Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
 Gallery Carols begin at 10:00 pm 

Tuesday, Dec. 25 CHRISTMAS DAY 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Communion and Carols  

Wednesday, Dec. 26  ST. STEPHEN, DEACON AND MARTYR 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I, Healing Prayer 
5:30 pm  Evening Prayer, Rite II 

Thursday, Dec. 27 ST. JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Friday, Dec. 28 THE HOLY INNOCENTS  
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

Sunday, Dec. 30 THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Lessons & Carols (note service time) 
6:00 pm  Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Tuesday, Jan. 1 THE HOLY NAME OF OUR LORD 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 Brunch following service 

Sunday, Jan. 6 THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
6:00 pm  Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Sunday, Jan. 13 THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist and Holy Baptism  

Friday, Jan. 18 CONFESSION OF ST. PETER, APOSTLE 
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

Friday, Jan. 25 CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL, APOSTLE  
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
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Parish Staff 

Michael Kostial, Parish Administrator 
MKostial@gracemadison.org, ext. 110 

Kit Cone, Senior Verger and Sacristan 
kit.cone@earthlink.net 

Dr. Elias Ortega-Aponte, ext. 115 

Children’s Ministry 
EAponte@gracemadison.org  

Dr. Anne Matlack 
Choirmaster and Organist 
(201) 274-4617 
Anne.Matlack@ChoralCommunities.com 

J. Eric Roper, Assistant Choir Director  
and Gargoyles Director 
JohnEricRoper@gmail.com 

Linda Bowden, Chapel Choir Director  
LindaBowden49@gmail.com 

Katie Hendrix, Children’s Choir Assistant 
kehendrix7@gmail.com 

Susie Harris, Communications 
GraceCommNJ@gmail.com, ext. 111 

Susan Steel, Bookkeeper 
GraceBooksNJ@gmail.com  

Clergy and Officers 

The Rev. Susan R. Ironside 
Rector, ext. 112 
sironside@gracemadison.org 

The Rev. Canon Michel Belt  
Priest Associate, ext. 113 
GraceMadisonMBelt@gmail.com 

John Garde, Warden 

Tom Honohan, Warden 

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
4 MADISON AVE, MADISON NJ 07940 

PHONE: (973) 377-0106 
FAX: (973) 377-0828 

www.GraceMadison.org 
GraceMadisonNJ@gmail.com 

Laura Norwalk  

  Bendelius 

Ruth Deane 

Heather  

  Crimmins-Fraser 

Doug Harter 

Michael Ling 

Vestry 

Beth McKeever 

Dora Monserrate 

Kirk Nixon 

Sam Partridge 

Evangeline Tross 

Melissa Waterstredt 

GRACE-AT-A-GLANCE 
Sun., Dec. 2 9 am-noon Advent Wreath-making, Nieman Hall 

Wed., Dec. 5 5:30 pm Pizza-making; Compline for Kids at 6:30 pm 

Fri., Dec. 7 6:15 pm  First Friday Potluck: Tri-Town 55+  

Sun., Dec. 9  Pancakes and visit from St. Nicholas 

Sat., Dec. 15 10 am-2 pm Parent’s Day Out—Youth Pilgrimage Fundraiser  

  Drop off your kid for fun activities. 

Sun., Dec. 16  Bishop Visitation: The Rt. Rev. Carlye Hughes  

Tues., Dec. 18  Community Soup Kitchen, Morristown 

Sat., Dec. 22 5:00 pm  Advent Evensong, reception following  

Sun., Dec. 23 11:15 am Christmas Pageant Dress Rehearsal, Church 

 12:30 am Greening of the Church, sign up in Grace Lobby 

Mon., Dec. 24 4:30 pm  Nativity Pageant and Holy Eucharist, Rite II   

  Music begins at 4:00 pm 

 10:30 pm  Festival Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

  Gallery Carols begin at 10:00 pm 

Tues., Dec. 25 10:30 am Christmas Day Service, Communion and Carols 

Fri., Jan. 4 5:30 pm Pre-First Friday Fun: Carol Contest, Grace Hall 

 6:15 pm  First Friday Potluck 

 7:00 pm  First Friday: Frozen Sing-Along 

Sun., Jan. 6 11:30 am Adult Forum: Getting to Know Mother Susan 

Sun., Jan. 13 3:00 pm BONJ Wassail Concert, Church 

Sat., Jan. 19 7:30 pm  Voyage en France with Patricia Ruggles 

Sun., Jan. 20 9:00-noon Free Vision Screening, Grace Hall 

Fri., Feb. 1 6:15 pm First Friday Potluck, Topic: ‘Brain Training’ 

Feb. 1 & 2  Diocesan Convention, Hilton, Parsippany 

Sun., Feb. 3  Souper Bowl of Caring  

Sun., Feb. 10 11:00 am Annual Parish Meeting, Grace Hall 

Ongoing Gatherings 
2nd Sunday 9:00 am Buildings and Grounds Committee, Grace Hall 

Mondays   9:30 am Tai Chi, Grace Hall  

1st Monday 7:00 pm Mindfulness for Adults, Senior High Room  

1st Monday 7:00 pm Pastoral Care, Nieman Hall 

3rd Monday 7:00 pm Women of Grace Book Group, Nieman Annex 

3rd Monday 7:30 pm Finance Committee, Library 

4th Monday 7:30 pm Vestry Meeting, Nieman Hall 

Tuesdays 7:30 pm Craft Guild, Library  

3rd Tuesday 7:30 pm Men’s Book Group, call Bruce Rudin for details 

3rd Tuesday “even” months Grace’s Day at Community Soup Kitchen  

Wednesdays 10:15 am Women's Meditation & Centering, Library 

 noon AA (Men’s Group), Grace Hall 

2nd and 4th Wed. 7:30 pm Survivors of Suicide, Library 

Thursdays 6:00-9:30 pm Teen & Adult Choirs, Choir Room  

Fridays 7:30 am Men’s Breakfast, Waverly Place Restaurant 


